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| Elders and Meſſengers. 
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Pretace. 
Mong the Memorable Providence 
relating to our E-gliſh Natws in the 
—laſt Cerrvry, muſt be acknowledged 
3M. ci the ſetling of Euoliſh Colomes in the 
American pa ts of the World; Among all 
which this hath been Peculiar unto and to the 
diſtinguiſhing Glory of that Tract called N-w. 
Engla ud. that the Colonies there were Ori- 
ginally formed, not for the advantage of 
Grafts and a rde Iutere t; But upon the moſt 
noble Foundation, even of Neligim, and the 
Loberty of thetr Cinſciences with reſpect unto the 
Ordinances of the Goſpel Adminiftred in the 
Purity and Power of them: an happineſs then 


* 


not to be enjoyed in their Native Soil. | 
We joytully: Congratulate the Religious 
Liberty of our Brethren in the late Auſpicious 
Reign of K. William, and Q. Mary, of Bleſ- 
1ed Memory, & in the preſent Glorious Reign, 
and from the bottom of our Hearts blefs the 
Lord whoſe Prerogative it is to reſerve the 
Times and Seaſons in his own hand, who alſo 
hath Inſpired the Pious Mind of Her moſt 
e Majclly, whole eee 


R 
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| and unfeignedly Pray, may be long and Glo-. ther 
| ricus, with Royal Reſolutions, Inviolably to- Rad 
maintain the Toleration. be 1 
| <> Deus cim bac Otia fecit. £A Ing 
Undoubtedly if the ſame. had been "the 5 


Liberty of thoſe Times, our Fathers would 
hase been far from Exchanging a moſt plęa- 


fant Land ( lae ſelum patriæ ) for a vaſt and Fog 
howling Wilderneſs ; Since for the enjoyment 1 
of ſo deſirable Liberty a conſiderable numbet * 
Learned, Worthy and Pious Perſons were N. 
by a Divine Impulſe and Extraordinary: <0» ws 
currence of iilpolitionsengaged:to adventure 5 
their Lives Families and Efſtates upon the vaſt : 
Ozean, * „ung the, Lord into a Milderneſs, & | = 
Lend then not ſaume Wherein Innumerable tif £ 
fichleies ſlaring chem in the Face were outbis i */ 
by Heroick Reſolution, Magnanimity & com- 5 
ſidence in the Lord alone. f Our Fathers truſtol 5 
in the Lord and were Ali vered, they truſtedein him 0 
and were wot en hundrd It was their care to be u 
doyitb the Lord, and their indulgence, That i 8 
Tord was with hem, to a Wonder preſerxing 8 
ſupporting protecting and animating them}; L 
diſpatching and deſtroying the Pagan Natives 1 
by. extraordinary Sickneſs and Mortality, that 3 
there might + be room for bis People to ſeram Ibe , 
Lord our God in. It was the Glory of our Fa b 
| # Jer. 2. 2: {Plal, 23- 4,5.* 20hre n. 13. 2. + Pſal. 8.8.9. s 
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chers, that they heartily [profeſſed - the only 
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Rule of their Religion from the very firſt to 
be the Holy Scripture, according whereunto, 
ſo far as they were perſwaded upon diligent 
Inquiry, Solicitous leatch,,and faithful Prayer 
contormed was their Faith, their Worſhip to 
gether with the whole Adminiſtration of the 


NHouſe of Chriſt, and their manners, allowance 


— 


being given to humane Failures and Imper- 
Fectiois. | > | 3 


ener, 
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That which they were moſt Solicitous as | 


bout, and wherein their Liberty had been 


re tained. reſpected the Worſhip of God and 


th: Government of the Church of Chriſt ac- 
cording to his own appointment, their Faith 
and P:ofefion of Religion being the ſame, 
which was generally received; ifi all the Re- 
fo med Churches of Europe, and in Subſtance 
the \ſſemblies Confeſſion, as ſhall be ſhewn 
-ANON. 43A 24 > kmyp 
t cannot be denied, that the Uſage of the 
Chriſtian Church whoſe Faith wholly reited 
upon the word of God reſpecting -Conieffiong 
o Faith is verv Ancient and that which is uni- 
verialiy a:knowiedged to be'moit-{o, and of 
Univerſal aeceptance and conſent is common- 
ly ciiled the Apcſties Creed, a Symbol ſign or 


Badge of the (bri ien Religion. called the 
Apoſtles, not hec:iuſe chevy compoſed it, for 


then it muſt have been received into the Can 
on of the Holy Bible, buc becauſe the mat- 
| ter 
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out of the Writings of the Apoftles. Conſe 
quent hereunto, as the neceſhty of the Church 
for the Correcting Condemning & Suppreſting 
of Hereſy & Err: required,” have been emitt:d 
Ancient and Famous Conleſſions of Faith 
compoſed and agreed upon by Oecumentcal 
Councils. E, þ- Of Nice againſt Arrius, of 
Con ſ ant ino ple againſt Macedonius, of Epbeſu a- 
gain't Neſforius, of Chalcedon againſt Eutycbet. 
And when the Light of Reformation broke 


forth to the diſperſing of Popiſh darkneſs the 


Reformed Nations agreed upon Confeſſions 
of Faith, famous in the World and of eſpecial 
lervice to theirs and ſtanding Ages. And a- 
mong thoſe of latter times Publiſhed in our 
Nation moft worthy of Repute and Accep- 
"tance we take to be the Conteffion of Faith, 
:Co-2poſed by the Reverend Aſſembly of Divinss Con- 
wened at Weftminſtery, with that of the S 2067, in 
the ſubſtance and in expreſſions for the moſt 
part the ſame : the former + profeſſedly aſſent- 
ed & atteſted to, by the Fathers of our Country 
by Unanimous Vote of the Synod of Elders & 
Meſſengers of the Churches met at Cambridge 

the laſt ot the 7. Month 1648. The latter own- 
ed and conſented to by the Elders and Meſ- 

ſengers of the Churches Aſſembled at Bo#os, 

- May 12th. 168c. The ſame we doubt not to 

profeſs to have been the conſſant Faith of the 


* See the Preface to thy Platform of Church Diſcipline, 
Churches 


ter of it agreeth with the Doctrine & is taken 


| Crlony' of Connecticut in Neu England, by vertue 


| Confeffion together with the Heads of Ufion 


* 12 11 
Churches in this Colony fromthe firſſ Found a: 
ton of them And that it may appear to the 
Chriſtian World, that our Churches do not 
Maintain: differing; Opinions in the Doctrine 
of Religion, nor are deſirous for any reaſon to 
conceal The Faith we are perſwaded of: The 
Elders and Meſſengers of che Churches in this 


of the Appointment and Encouragement of 
the Honourable the General Aſſembly Con- 
vened by Delegation: at. Say Brook, Sebt 9th. 
1708. Unanimoully agreed, that the Confeſ. 
ſion of Faith owned and Canſented unto by 
the Elders and Meſſengers of the Churches 
Aſſembled at Boſten in Nen Eng tand day 12th 
1680. Being the ſecond Seſſion of that Syned, bo 
Recommended to the Honourable the General 
Afſembly of this Colony at their next Seſſion; 
for their: Publick Feſlimony thereto, as the 
Faith ef the Churches of this Colony; which 


and. Articles for the Adminiſtration of Church 
Government herewith emitted were Preſent 
ed unto and approved and eftabliſhed by tlie 
{aid General Aflemblyo at New-Haves on the 
14h, of Offeber 1708: - , 

This Conſeſſion of Faith, we * as our 
firm Perſwaſion well and fully grounded upon 
the Holy Scripture, and Commend the fame 
uato all and particilarly to the people of or 
Colony to be examined accepted and con- 


ſtantiy maintained. We do not aſſume to ours 
| teby . 


| 
| 


16.7 
ſelves, that any thing be taken upon truſt 
from us, but commend to our people theſe 
following Couuſels s 
I. Thati You be immo geably and uncbangeuhly 
agreed in the only ſufficient," and 'muariable Rule of 
Reli im; ubieb in tb Holy Seripture he fixed Can. 
om, *; uncipehle of ad 4tum or diminut ion. You 
ought to: account nothing ancient, that will 
not ſtand by this Rule, f nor any thing new 


that will. Do not hold your ſelves bound 


to Unſcriptural Rites in Religion, wherein 
Cuſtom it felf doth many times miſguid Be- 
liove it to be the honour. of Religion to reſign 


and captivate: our Wiſdom and Faith to Pi. 


vine Revelation 


II. That Tau be deteriviined by this Raule in the | 
whole of Religion. That Tour Faith be ''riphr- and \ 


Divine, the: Ward of Gad muſt be rhe feurdution 6 


it, and the Aut bority of tbe Word tbe reaſin of it.. 

You' may believe the molt Important Arti- 

cles ot Faith, with no more than an Humane 
Faith; And this is evermore che cauſe, when 
the Principle Faith is reſolved into, is any other 
than the holy Scripture. For an Orthodox 
Chriſtian to reſolve his Faith, into Education 
Inſtruction and the perſwaſion of others is not 
an higher reaſon, than a Pepi/t, Alobormeran, or 
£244» can produce for his Religion. x 


— — * 


* I 8, 20. Rev. 21. 18, 19. 1 Jer. 6 16. Mat. 19 8. 
er. 44 17. © Mat. 11; 27, Ick. 5. 9: + Luk 10, 26. 
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Truths of Religion. 


2 * 
Pay alſo unto God the Worſhip," that” will 
bear the Tryal of and receive Eftabliſhmene 
by this Rule. Have always in Readinels a 


Divine Warrant for all the Worſhip vou Per- 


form to God. Believe that Worſhip is accep- 
ted and that only, which is directed unto, and 
Commanded, and hath the promiſe of a Bleſ- 
fing from the Word of God. Believe that 
Worfhip- not Divinely Commanded i in van 
nor will anſwer the Neceſſities and Expecta- 
tions of a Chriſtian, and is a Worſhipping, 


vou know not what. Believe in all Divine 


Worſhip, it is not enough that this or that Act 
of Worſhip is not forbidden in the Word of 
God ; If it be not Commanded, and you per- 
form it, You may fear, You will be found 
Guilty and expoſed to Divine Diſpleaſure. + 
N. dab and Abth: paid dear for Offering in Di- 
vine Worſhip that which the Lord Command- 
ed them not It is an honour done untoChriſt, 
when you account that only Decent Orderly 
and Convenient in his Houſe, which depends 
upon the Inſtitution and appointment ot him⸗ 
ſelf, who is the only Head and Law-giver of 


his Church, 


III. That you be well grounded in the firm 
We have willingly taken 
pains to add the Holy Scriptures, whereon 
every point of Faith contained in this Confeſſi- 


— — 


— 


Mat. 15 9g. * Joh, 4. 22. Jer. 7. 23. 1 Leu. 10. , 2. 
4 "* "0 6 bon 
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vn deth depend, and is born up by, and com- Neo! 
mend the ſame to your diligent peruſal. that no 
You be effabliſhed in the truth and your Faith 7% 
N upon its proper Baſis, the Word of God. von- 
Follow the Example of the Noble #ereans, W F 
each: the Scriptures, Grow in Grace and the 4 
knowledze of Chriſt, be not Children in Un- live 
d:rftanding, but Men. Labour for a ſound wel 
confirmed Knowledge: of theſe Points in the MW haz 
Evidence of them. See that they be deeply chat 
rooted in your Minds and Hearts, that ſo You MW ſai 
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be not an eaſie prey to ſuch as lie in wait to Wo 
deceive. (b' For the want hereof to be condol- ver 
ed is the Unhappinels of many ever learning not 
and never coming to the knowledge of, the 3. 

Truth (e) that 


IV. That having app y ol the Rule of Holy Scrip- W ried 
ture to all the Articles of this Confeſſion, . found WM and 
i he = pon Tra- th: Unchaugable and Eternal | 1e 
ut hi of God: (d) You Dat. 8 and hold them = Ger 

Fatt, Cenitud earneſtly for them as tha Faith once | for ! 
' elelivered to the Smints, Value them as Your | ÞR 
great Charter, the Inſtrument of Your Salvati- | 

on, the Evidence of your not failing of the 

Grace of God, and receiving 2 Crown that 

Fadeth not away. (e) Maintain them, and e- 

wery of them all your dayes with undanted 

Reſolution againſt all oppoſition, whatever the 

event be, and the ſame tranſmit ſafe and pare 


60 4s 17. 10, 71, Joh 5. 29 1 pet. 3 18. 1 Cor 14. 20. 
(') Eph. 4. 13. 14. (c) 2 Tim. 3. 7. (4) Rer. 3. 3. Jude 3 
{c) 1 Cor. 5. 18. 1 Cor. 16. 13. Plal. 78. 5. 


n. 


od. 


I 15 Holes xi 4 


n 
to Poſterity : hot bought the Truth, on 


no hand ſell it. Believe (a) rhe Trutb will make 
gou free: Faithful is be that es: Nen So ſhalt 


none take away your Crown. 


Finally, Do not think: it enong b that jon Faith 
and Order be according to tbe Word. of God, but 
live aceordingli. (v) It is not enough to believe 
well, Lou run your ſelves into the greateſt 


| hazzard umeſs you be careful to live well, and 


that this be, (e) All your Life and Conver- 
ſ:tion muſt be agreeable to the Rule of Gods 
Word This is the Rule of a Chriſtian Con- 
verſation and Practical Reformation. (4) Reſt 
not in the form of Gadlinefß, denying the power of 
. Stir up an holy Zeal, Strengi ben the things 
that remain, that are ready te die, Be not car- 
ried away with the Corruptions Temptations 
and evil Examples of the Times, but bs blame. 
lefs & witoeur Rebuks,t he Sons of Ged in a froward 


2 Genar ation. (e) Taty ſhell walk with me in * 


for they: are worth. 

Remember ye our Brethren: in this Clog 
That we are a part of that Body, / for which 
the Providence of God bath wrought Won- 


deis and are obliged by and Accountable for 
all the Mercies diſpenſed rom the beginning 
ot our Fathers ſettling this Country until now. 
bere be [pake with us, _g ] That the practical pry 


| Le 23. Joh, 8 32 Heb. 10 13. Rev 3 11. (b) Tie. 3. 
1 as 12. (c) Gal. 6,16, Mic. 6. 8. (4) 2 Tim 3 15 Rev. 3 19. 


Rev. 3 2. P. 2. 13. (e) Rev. 3. 4 L Hob xi i, 2, 3. 
and 
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70 
and ſerious Religion of our progenitors is eu 
emplary and for our Imitation, [] and will 
reflect confounding ſhame on us, if we prove 

Degenerate. The Lord grant that the noble | 
deſign of onr Fathers in coming to this Land, 5 
may not be forgotten by us, nor by our Chi 
dren after us, even thelntereſt ofReligion, which { 
we can never Exchange for a Temporal In- 

tereſt without the Fowleſt Degeneracy and 

| moſt Inexcuſable Detection. (5) To Concludel 
the Solemn Rebukes of Providence from time 

to time in a ſeries of Judgments, and in par- 
ticular, tbe General drougbt is the Summer paſt; to- 

ger ber with the grievous Diſapoint ment of our Mili. 

tory Undertaking, the Diſtrefſes Sickneſs and Mor- 
| rtality of our Camp cannot [ucce/sfally be Improved but | 

A by a ſelf bumbling Conſideration of our Way: and «| 

rberough Rrpent once of ali that is amiſi: (c) So will 
the God of our Fathers be our God, and he 
will be a Wall of Fire round about us and the 

' Glory in the midſt of us in this preſent and all 
ſucceeding Generations, AMEN. ; 


7 * 22 
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(a) 2 Tim. 1. 5. Job 8. 8. (b) 2. 17. Jer. 2 21 \ | 
{c) Iſa. 26. 9. Gen. 43. 23. Zach. 2. f. C 
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he! Of the Holy Scriptares, -- - -- | 


Lthough the Light of Nature, and 
the Works of Creation and Provi- 
dence, do ſo far maniteſt the Good- 
A ngneß, Wiſdom and Power of God, 
as to leave men unexcuſable; 4 yet they are 
not ſufficient to give that knowiedge of God 
= and of his Will, which is neceſſary unto Sal- 
vation: „ Therefore it pleaſed the Lord at 
ſundry times, and in diverſe manners to reveal 


S 
— 
S 
i 
\ 


Cha: ch; c and afterwards for the better preſer- 
ving and propagating of the Truth, and for the 
more jure eſtabliſiment and comfort of the 
B Church 


himſelt, and to declare that his Will unto his 
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A Confefron bf Faith. 
Church againſt the corruption of the fleſh, and 
the malice. of . Satan.and-ot-the world, t com- 
mit the ſame wholly to writing: 4 which 
maketh the holy Scripfare to be moſt neceſ- 
ary-; e thoſe former ways of Gag repealing 
his wall unto his People now ceaſed. 
a Rom. 2. 14, 15: Rom. 1. 19,"20. Pfal. 19. 7 z. 
Rem. x. 32. chap 2. 1. b 1 Cor. I. 21. 1 Cor. 2 13, 
14. c Heb. I. I, 2. d Pro: 7 22. 19, 20, 21. Luk. x. 


3. 4. Rom. 15, 4. Mat. 4. 4,7, 10 J. 8. 190. 
©2 * abs F542 Pet. T. 19. f Help 1. 1 2. 
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Under he name oft 25 — 5 or the MM 1 
Word of God Written, are now contained all not 
the Books of the Old and New Teſtament, Mot'c 


which ate thele 5 7 + \ | are 
nor 

Of the Old Tellamont, 1 2 ie 

| 2 #\ i Þ 


Genes, Exodus, e Numberi, Detirins* © 
my. Jeſuua, Tudger, Ruth, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 

1 Kings, 2 Kings, 1 Chremicles, '2; Chronicles, Kzra, 
. A her, Job, Palos, Preverbs, Ecclef aſs 8 7 
ten, The Song of Songs, Iſaiab, Frremiah, Lanna. Mwhi 
tiom:, Exekie, Dart, He«ſoa, Feel, eg Obadiab, 
Jonab, Micah, 8 Habskkuk, 25 elt Hag: 


£4, 4 VA acharich, Malachi, 


FG Of the New 8 
Nast ben Mirk, Lol John, The Ack. of. rh 4 


8 
e 


1 2 8 Fobn 5. 9. FE W 15+ 


ebe Hebrews; the Epiſtle of Fames the firſt 


8 
=» 
\ 1 8 8 * Py 
my EF A bp” * bas 19 0 n 9 
0 SE My TC x r 2 
3 HF FF <> <lr 7 LODAY 
F..q Iv . mp, 3 


A Confeſſion o Faith: - 17 
Apoſtles, Pauls Epiſtle to the Romaiis, 1 Corinthians 
2Corinthians,Galatians, Epheſians, Philippians, Coloſ: 
/rans, 1 Theſſalonians, 2 Theſſalonians, x to Timothy; 
4 Timothy, to Titus, td Philemon, the Epiſtle to 
e 
Epiffles of Peter, the firft ſecond and tbird Epiftles 
of Fibu, the Epiftle of Fude, t be Revelation:. 8 
All which are given by the inſpiration of 
God to be the Rule of Faith and life. g 
g Luk 16. 29. 31, Epb, a. 20. Rev., 22, 18; 19. 
2 Tim, 3. 16, FO YEE it 10755 


4 


The Books commonly called Apotryplis 


not being of Divine inſpiration, are no part 


of the Canon of the Scripture ; and thereforè 


are of no Authority: in the Church of God, 
nor to be any otherwiſe approved or made 


tits of, then. other humane Writing... 
H Luke 24. 27, 44. Rom. 3 2. 2 Pet. L. 21. 


I V 


= The Authority 6f the hoh Scripture; for 
which it ought to be believed and obeyed): 
dependeth not upon the Teſtimony of any. 
man or Church, but wholly upon God { who. 
i Truth it ſelf) the Author thereof; and 
rherefore it is to be received, becauſe it is the 


'ord of God. i i 2 Pet. 1. 19, 21. 2 Fim. 3. 
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We may y be ö & 3 tho Te 
timony of: + Church, to an high & reverent 
eſteem of the holy Scripture. & And the hea - 
venlineſs of the Matter, the efficacy, of tlie 
Doctrine, the majeſty of the Style, the con- 


wk 


ſent of all the parts, the Scope of the whole 


lj (which is; to give all glory to Gad ) the full 


diſcovery. it makes of the only way of mans 


Salvation, the many other incomparable ex- 


cellencies, and the intire perfection thereof, 


— ä 1 ts 


2. 20, 27. Jeb 16. 13 
ren 
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are Arguments whereby. it doth abuneantly 
evidence it ſelf to be the word of God; Yet 
notwithſtanding, our full perſwaſion & afſur- 
ance of the infallible Truth and Divine Au- 
| thority thereof, is from the inward: work of 
the holy Spirit, bearing; witneſs by and: with: | 
the Word in our hearts I Kk L Tim 215.14 700 Gy 
VIE 1 Cor. 2. _ 11, 12. 


The whole Counfel- if God concerning al 
things neceſſary for his own Glory, Mans Sal- 
vation, Faitir and Lite, is either exprefly ſec | 
down in Scripture, or by good and mae, 
conſequence may be deduceg trom Scripture ; 2 
unto which nothing at any time is to be addedd, | 
whether by new Kevelations of the Spirit, or 
Traditions of men. w Neverthcle we acknows- | 


ledge | 
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edge the inward illumination of the Spirit of 


and there are ſome Ci reumſtances concerning 


ways to be obſerved. o m 2 Tim. 3. 15, 16, 


dinary means, may attain unto a ſufficient un- 


9 
9 ” 
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IT; 


God to be neceflary for the ſavingunderliand- 
ing of fuch things as atoveyealedin che Word: 


the Worſhip of God and Government of the 
Church, common to humane actions and Soci- 
eties, which are to be ordered by the Light of 
Nature, and Chriſtian Prudence, according to 
the general Rules of the Word, which are al- 


17. Gal. 1. 8, 9. 2 Theſ, 2. 2; 15 m Jon 6. 45. 
1 Cor. 2. 9,10, II, 12, 0 1 Cor. II. 13, 19s 
x Cor 14, 26, 30. eo yi naming 


V 11, 


All things in Scripture are not alike plain in 
themſelves, nor alike clear unto all: Vet 
thoſe things which are neceſſary to be known, 
believed and obſer ved for Salvation, are fo 
clearly propounded and opened in ſome place 
of Scripture or other, that not only the tearn- 
ed, but che unlearned, in a due uſe of the or- 


derſtanding of them 3 p 2 Pet. 3. 16. q Pſ«t 
119. 105, 130. Hab. 2. 2 12 2 


WI 3 


| The Old Teſtament in Hebrew (which was 
the native Language of the People of God of 
old) and the New Teftament in Greek {which 
6 ar 


Col. 3. 16. X Rom. 15. 4. 


16 A Confeſſion of Faith 

at the time of writing of it was moſt general: 
by known to the Nations) being immediately 
inſpired by God, and by his ſingular care and 
providence kept pure inall Ages,are therefore 


Authentical; r ſo as in all Controverſies of | 


Religion the Church is finally: to appeal unto 


them / But becauſe thefe Original Tongues 


are not known to all the people of God, whe 
Have right unto the intereſt in the Scriptures, 
and are commanded in the fear of God to read 
and ſearch them; t therefore they are to be 
tranſlated into the vulgar Language of every 
Nation unto which they come, u That the 
Word of God dwelling plencifully in all, they 
mav worſhip him in an acceptable manner, w 
and through Patience and Comfort ot the 


"Scriptures may have hope. x r Mat. F. 18. 


T 1/s. 8. 20 Acts x5. 175. Fobn F. 39, 46. t Jobn 
5-39 u 1 Cor. 14. 6, 9, 11, 12, 24, 27, 28. 


I X. 


The Infallible Rule of Interpretation of 


Scripture, is the Scripture it ſelf; and there- 
fore when there is a queſtion about the true 
and full fenſe of any Scripture ( which is not 
manifold but one) it muſt he ſearched and 
known by other places, that ſpeak more 
clearly. y 2 Fer. I 20, 21. Ach. IF. 15, 16. 
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4 and terrible in his Jud gments, * _— 


A Confeſſion of Paith, WS 
FOI 4 {1s N. Ws: 
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The Supream Fudge by which all controverſies 


of Religion are te be determined, and all 'Decrees of 
Councils, Opinions of Ancient Writers, Doftrines of 


Men and private Spirits, are to be examined, aud 
in whoſe Sentence we. are to. reſt, can be ns other, 
but the Holy (Scripture delivered by the Spirit; in- 


| fo which Scripture ſo delivered, aur Faith is 
finally reſolved, 2 12 Mat. 22. 29, 3 I. Eph. 
2. 20. with Acts 28. 25. ood. 
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CHAP BE 
Of God and of the Holy Trinity. 


y 'Here is but one onely a living and true 
God; 6 whois infinite in Being & Per- 


bection, - a moſt pure Spirit, 4 Inviſible, e 


without Body Parts, F or Paſſions, g Immuta- 


ble, „ Immenſe, - Eternal, + Incomprehen⸗ 
ble, ! Almighty, m moſt Wiſe, moſt Ho- 
l, - moſt Free, 
ing all things according to the Counſel of 
his own Immutable & molt Righteous Will, r 
for his own Glory, / moſt Loving, : Graci- 
& ous, Merciful, Long-{uffering, abundant in 
W Goodneſs & Truth, forgiving Iniquicy, Tranſ- 
ereſſion and tin, « the rewarder of them that 
W diligently 


moſt Abſolute, 4 Work- 


ſeek him, w and withal, moſt juſt 


* wv * k ; . » by 


1 Tbeſ. 1. 9. Fer. 10 10. C Fob'x 7, 8, 9. Fob 
26 14. d Febn 4 24. e 1 Tim. x, 17. f Deut. 


14. IT, I5. h James x. 17 Mal. 3. 6 4 1 Ring 


II. 6, x Neb. 9. 32, 33. y Pſal. 6. 5, 6. Z Exod 
34. 7. Nab. 1. 2, 3. 
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all Sin, y and who will by no means clear > 
the Guilty. 2 a Deut. 6 4. 1 Cor. 8. 4, 6. b 


4 15, 16. Fobn 4. 24 with Luke 24. 39 fl Ad. 


8. 27. Fer. 23.21, 24. k Nom. 1 20. 1 Tim, 1, 
17. Pſal. go. 2. | Pſal. 145. 3. m Ges 17. 1, 
Rev. 4. 8. n Rom, 16 27.0 Ja. 6 3. p yal 115. 
2. q Expd. 3. 14. r Eph. 1.11, f Rom: 11. 36. 

t 1 fobn 4 8, 16, u Exod: 24. 6, 7 W Hel. 
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He is moſt Holy in all his Counſels, in all ht 
Works; 


A - 
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A FConfeſſn ef Forth, 19 


lear Works, and in all his Commands. To him 
6. bis due from Angels and Men, and every other 
Fob Creature, whatſocever Worſhip, Service or O- 
deut. ¶ bedience, as Creatures, they owe unto theCreat- 
lor, and whatever he is further pleafed to re- 
quire of them. » 4 Jaln 5. 26. b Af J. 2. 
C Pfal. 119: 68. d N Tin: 6. 15. Rem. 9: 5. 
e Ads 17. 24, 25: f Jeb 22: 2, 31 f Rom: 112: 
36: H Rev. 4 II: 1 Zim: 6: 15: Dam 4: 25, J, 
34, 35: 1 Hel: 4: 13: K Rom: 11: 337 34: Pak 
147. 5. Act, I: 18: Eves: 11:5: m Pla 145: 17² 
Rom! : 12: n Rev: 51 1a, 13, 1444 n | 
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ln the Unity ofthe God head there be thres 
ls, 6 W Perions, of one Subſtance, Power, and Eter- 
nity, God the Father, God the Son and God 
und- the holy Ghoſt : „The Father is of none, nei- 

ther begotten, nor proceeding ; The Son i 
m, Neternally begotten of the Father; The holy 
un Ghoſt ecernally procteding from the Father 
ain and the Son. 3 Which Doctrine of the Trini- 
1d toſſty is the Foundation of all eur Communion 
ove WF with God, and comfortable dependence upon 
„for him. o 1 Febn 53:7; Mat: 3: 16, 17: Mai: 28: 
WE 19: 2 Cor. 13. Iq: Þ Fon 1. 14, 18. q Je 
and 15. 26. Gal, 4. 6: 2 Cor: 13. 14. 
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Of Gods Eternal Decree. 5 Eon 


goo? from all eternity did by the moſt 

J wiſe and holy Counſel of his own. Will, 

freely and unchangeably Ordain whatſoever T 
comes to pals, « Yet ſo, as thereby neither | and 
is God the Author of ſin, b: nor is Violence cha. 
offered to the Mill of the Creatures, nor is the ¶cert 
Liberty or contingency of ſecond Cauſes taken liier 
away, but rather eſtabliſhed c a Ep 1:11: 13. 
Rom: 11: 33: Heb: 6: 17: Rem: 9: 15,18. b 
Fam: I. 13, 14. 1 Jen 1.5, c AGs 2: 23: | 
Acts 4,27, 28: Mat; : 12: Fobn; 10: 112 1 
Pro: 16: 33: CCF 
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Although God knows whatſoever may or” Hunte 
can come to paſs upon all ſuppoſed Conditi- 
ons, 4 Yet hath he not decreed any thing, be- 
cauſe he foreſaw it as future, or that which” 
would come to paſs upon ſuch Conditions: 6 Cor 
d Act x5: 18: 15: & 23. 11. 12. Mat. 11. 

21, 23. e Rom. g. II, 13, 16, IS. 1 


111. 
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By the Decree of God for the manifeſtati· 
on of his Glory, ſome Men and Angels F are 
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A Conteſfon of Faith:. 
predeftinated: -urito everlaſting life,” and others 
Preordained to everlaſting Deark. g fr Tim 
5. 21. unn „ — LEE TE 2 
e 9 22. __ OTE 4d a 
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unto everlaſting Glory, 


re 


As God hath appoint the Elec unto Glo- 
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Theſe . wits Men thus prededinsted, 
and fore-ordained, are particularly and un- 
changeably deſigned, and their number is ſo 
certain and: definite, that it cannot be either 
increaſe « OT diminiſticd; © * 2 Tim: 2 "x9 Joln 


* 


* 
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Thoſe of mankind that are e predeſiinzed 
unto Lite, God, beſore the foundation of the 
World was laid, according to his Eternal and 
Immutable purpoſe, and the ſecret counſel and 
gcod pleaſure of his Will, hath choſen inChriſt 
+ our of his meer free 
Grace and Love, without any forefi ght of Faith 

Jr good Works, or perſeverance in cither of 
I hem, or any other thing in the Creature, as 
Conditions or Cauſes moving him thereunto, * 
End all to the praiſe of his glorious Grace. # 

rg I. 4; 9, 11. Rom. 8. 

1 5 k Ram. 9. 3 13, 16. Eph. I: 4, 9. 
Y: Epb 1. 5 


30 2 Tim. 1. 9. 
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2 4. Confoſtonof  Feith, = 
ry, ſo hath he by the eternal and moſt,; free de. 
purpoſe. of his Will. tor8-0rdained ; all the means co 
thereunto £» W heretere they whoare elected, di. 


being fallen in Adam, are redeemed. by Chriſt, M ch. 
are effectually called unto Faith in Chriſt by W cc 
his Spirit working i de ſeaſon, arc -nftified W ma 
adopted, ſanctified, » and kept by his power, Go 
| through Eaith, pte Salvation! p Neither are cor 
U any ͤ other redeemed by Chtiſt, or eftetually MW pel 
called, juſtiged, adopted, ſanctified and layed, c 2 
but the Ælect only. m 1 lots bo 25 Eph. 1.45% rt 
© 2,10 -2. Tb. 2. 11 n L Thef. 5 9, 10. 700 
2.14 0 Rom 8 30. Epb. I. F. 2 The 2 tp 7 
p 1 Pit x 5. q Fobn 7 9. & 6. 64, 65. & 88 
47. & 10, 26, Rom. 8 28. to the Wo: bl Sas 2.19. 
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The reſt of mankind God Was pleaſed, 20. 2 1 
eo ding to the unſearchabie (ounſel- of bi ot 
own Will, whereby he extendech or withhold! [4 ir 
| eth mercy, as he pleaſerh, for the glory of bis chir 
x fovcraign power over his Creatures, to paſs hy, 
5 and to criain them to diſhonour and Wrath 
. for their Sin, 15 the praile of his glorious Juf . 
ice. 1 Ma, 11 25, 26 Rom, 9 17, 18, 
| AR. 2 Tim, "i Pay 20. Fude. 4 4 Fes 2. 8. 
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vi The Doctrine of this high Myſtery of Pref a 
i eſtination; 1 is to be handled with ſpecial pru 


dencef 
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A. stein of. Paik, 23 


dence & care, ſ that men n the Will of 
God Revealed in his Word, and yielding obe. 
dience thereugto, may from the certainty o 

their eſtectual Vocation, be a ſſured of their ö 
eternal Election. : So ſhaft this Doctrine afford 
matter of praiſe, reverence and admiration of 
God, « and of humility, diligence;8& abundant 
conſolation to all that ſincerely obey the Goſ- 
pel. w- f Rom, 9. 20 7, 73. Deut. 29, 29. 
t 2 Pet. E. 10. u Epb 1.6 Row. 11 33. W Rom. 
11 5 & 6, 20/5 el. l. 10. Rom 8 33 Luk 10 nn 
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Of Creati ion. 


5 eaſed God the Father, Son and holy 
Gl bolt 4 for the maniteſtation of the glory 
Jof his eternal Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
in the beginning to create or make of no- 
ching the World, all things therein, whether 
q vitdic or inviſible, in the {pace ot ſix dayes 
i and all very good c 2 leb 1. 1. fob 1. 2,3. 
1 1. 2 Fob 26 11. G 31. 4 b Nom 1 204 
* is 10. 12 Pſ/al. 194 24 C33. f, 6, e Gen. 
i. Chap, Heb. 11. 3 Col x. 16. Ad, 17. 14. 


11. 


Pre After God had made all other creatures, he 
pruſ Caaced Man, Male and FOTO d with rea- 


2:4: | A_ Confeſſion of Faith. 


ſonable and Immortal Souls, e endued with 
knowledge, Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, 
after his own Image, f having the Law of 
God written in their Hearts, ę and power to. 17. 
falfil it; and yet under a poſſibility of tranſ- Eph: 
greſſing being left to che liberty of their own. Ee: 
Will, which was ſubject to change. i Beſides 
this Law written in their hearts, they received 

4 command not ro eat of the Tree of Know- 

ledge of good and evil; which whiles they A 
kept, they were happy in their Communion: Wand 
with God, & and had dominion over the Crea- com 
cures | d Ges I. 27. e Cen. 2.7%. Eccl. 12 7. 
| Luke 23 43. Mat, 10. 28 f Gen. I. 26 Cel. 3. 
10. Epb. 4 24. g Rom. 2. I4. 15 h cl 7.29, 
i Gen. 3. 6 Ecci. 7. 29. k Gen. 3 8,9, 16, 11,23. 
1. 26. 28. & 2. 17 
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CHAP. v. 1 
Of Providence, : C 


1 OD the great Creator of all things, doth ¶ bov 
J uphold, « direct, diſpoſe, and govern Mk - 
all Creatures, actions, and things “ from the I 
greateſt even to the leaſt c by his moſt wiſe 4: 2 
and holy Providence, d according to his in- 
tallible fore-knowledge, e and the free and 
immutable counſel of his own Will, F to the 
praiſe of the glory of his Wiſdom, Power, Juſ- 
tice, Goodnels and Mercy. g Kannen, b 
| | n. 


A Confoſion of Faith, 25 


ith pan. 4, 34, 37. Pſal 135 6. Ad 17. 25, 26, 


els, 


Med 


28, 29 Fob 38, 39, 40, 41. chapters C Mat. 10. 


29, 32, 3 1. dt Pat. 104. 24: 8 15 + . 1452 
17: e Acts 157018: Pſal: 94: 8, 9, Io, 11: f 
Epb: I; II: Pſal: 32 To, II: g La: 63: 145 


sb: 3: 10: Rom 9. 17:Gem 45. 17: Pſa; 145. 17. 
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Although in relation to the fore knowledge 
and decree or God, the firſt Cauſe, all things 
come to paſs immutably, and infallibly; yet 
by the ſame Providence he ordereth them to 


fall ont, according to the nature of ſecond 


auſes, either neceſſarily, freely or contingent- 


ly. : h A&s 2. 23. i Fer: 31: 35: Exed 21 132 


Gen: 8: 22: Deut: 19. 5: 1 Kings 22: 28, 3% 


I.: 10: 6, 7 


111. 


God in his ordinary Previdence maketh uſe 


of means, & yet is free to work without, Ja- 
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nd the inünite Goodneſs of God, ſo far mani- 
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bove, „ and againſt them at his Pleaſure. »: 


k Ads 27. 31, 44: Va: 55: 11: Hoſs 2: 2 222 
| Hoſ: 1: 7. Mat: 4: 42 Fob 34: To: m Rom: 


4. 19, 20, 21: n 2 King 6: 6; Dan; 3: 27: 


I V. | | 
The almighty Power, unſearchable W iſdom 


teſt 
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26 4 Confeſſion'of Faith, 


feſt themſelves in his Providencę in that his 
determinate Counſel extendeth it {elf even t 11 
the firſt Fall, and all other fins of Angels and 

Men, „ ( and that not by a bare per miſſion) 

Which alſo he moſt wiſely and powertully 

boundeth, & otherwiſe ordereth and governs Ml - - £ 
eth in a manifold Diſpenſation, to his own Ge 
molt holy ends, , yet ſo as the ſinfulneſs there- biin 
of proceedeth only from the Creature, and not ¶ Wit 
from God, who being maſt holy and righteous, Ml bee 
neither is, nor can be the Author or approver N MIC 
of ſin. / 0 Rom: 11: 32, 12, 34 2 Sam. 241 1: allc 
with x Chron: 21: 1: 1 Kings 2:2, 22, 13 x Cb: and 
Io: 4, 13, 14: 2 Sam: 6: 10: Add, 2: 23: & 4: rup 
27, 28: p Ad, 14. 16: q P/al: 76: 10: 2 Kings Ml gi 
19: 28: T Gex: 50: 20: la: 15: 6, 7, 12: {fam ¶ cati 


103, "£4; 25:1: Folw 25 163 a 5 21:3 * wh 
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The mof} wiſe, righteous and gracious God IM y 4 
doth oftentimes leave for a ſeaſon his own 8: 
Children to manifold temptations, and the cor- 
ruption of their own hearts, to chaſtiſa them for 
their former fins, or to diſcover unto them the 
hidden ftrength of Corruption, and deceirful- 
nels of their hearts, that they may be humbled, WF 
t and to raiſe them to a more cloſe and con- 
ſtant dependance for their ſupport upon him- Mt Le. 
ſelf. and to make them more warc|:ful againſt M 
all future occaſions of fin, & for ſundry other PO 
quit and holy ends. * T a Cn: 325 23, 26, 4 
1 = 21. 
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31 28am: 24:1: u 20 227, 8, 15/4); per tet Pſa 77 
1 10% Aark 14,66:19 the end John 21:15, 16, 173 
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As: for thoſe wicked & ungodly Men;jwhom 
God as à righteous Judge, for former fins,doth 
blind and harden, „ from them he not only 


| 
ere- he not | 
not  wicho'deth his grace, whereby they might have | 
os, been enlightened in their underſtandings, and 
ver ¶ wrought upon in their hearts, æ but ſometimnes 


alſo! withdraweth the giſts which they had, 7 
and. expeſeth them to ſuch objects, as their core 
ruption makes occaſions of ſin; æ and withal 


ö Sr. aide K 3 . 


4. 
mos gives them over to their own luſts, the temp- 
jam © cations of the world, and the power of Satan, a 


whereby. it comes to | pals that they harden 
chemſelves, even under thoſe : means which 
God uſeth ior the foftning of them 14 w Rev 
| I: 24, 26, 28: Rom; 11: 7, 8: x Deus: 29: 4. 


30d y Mat: 13: 12: Hat: 25: 29; Z Deut a: 30: 2 Kings 
wn 8: 12, 13: 2 Pſal: 8: 11, 12-+b Exadt 7: 3: & 
or- 8 15, 32. 2 Cor: 2: 45 16: Ila: 8: 14, 1 Pet. 2. 
for 7, 8. /, 16 9, 10 with Atts 28 26, 27 

che 4 
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ms, y 
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As the Providence of God doth'in general 


>ON- i : | - 
im- reach to all Creatures, ſo aiter a moft ſpecial 
inſt manner it taketh care of his Church, and diſ- 


Z | polech all things for the good thereof. & 1 74 
= 4+ 19 Am, 9 8, 9. Rem 8 28 14 43 3,4,5514 
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"34 iy outs Fath. 


of the Fall of FRE 59 Sin, and 
of the Duniſhrnent thereof. 


and Lite thereupon, \.« with our firſt Pa. 
rents, and all their Poſterity in them 'b they 
being ſeduced by the ſubtilty and tempration 
of — did 'wilfully tranſgreſs the Law of 
their Creation. and break win Covenant in eats 
ing the forbidden fruit, ca Rom 10 5 b Ro 


5 12, 15 I Cor 15 21 22 © Ges 3 13 2 Cr 


4 15 0.3 39 
5 a 6 4 8 4 * 
o | , 


By this Sin they, and we in PRA] fell from 
original Righteouſneſs and Communion with 
God, d and ſo became dead in Sin, e and 


wholly defiled in all the faculties and parts of 


Soul and Body. F d Gen 3 &, 7, 8 Eccl y 


Row 3 23 e Gen 2 17 Epb 2 1 f Tu 1: x5} 1 


ar e en v0 
TIL 


They being the Root. & by Gods appoint- 
ment ſtanding iu the room & ſtead of all man- 
kind, the guilt of this Sin was imputed, g and W 
corrupted nature conveyed to all their poſteri- 
ty deſcending from them by ordinary genera- MW 
e * 8 Cen 27 28 Gen 2 IG 17. Acta. * 4 

m | 


10D having made à Covenant of Works 


Rom 


21, 


r 1 * 
1 


4 Confeſſiol if Faith, 49 
Rom. F. 12, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19. 1 Cor. 15. 
21, 22, 45, 49. h Hal. 51. 5. Cen, 5. 3. Job 
14. 4 & I5. 14. 6 


1 v. 

From this Original corru tion, whereby 
we are utterly indiſpofed, diſabled and made 
oppoſite to all good, and wholly inclined 


* * N E dieß = Os N EABLAHY SY 5 5 E $ID : 4 | 2 


to all evil, & do proceed all actual Tran f? 
greſſions. | i Row. 5 6. & 8. 7. & 7. 18. 
Cel. x 21. Kk Gen, 6 F. & 8. 21. Rom. 3 10, | 
Ir, £2. | Jam. I. 14, 15. Eph. 2. 2, 5 Maſs 
_ 26 SDS oo | 
Ort This Corruption of Nature during this life, j 


doth remain in thoſe that are regenerated; & 
although it be through Chriſt pardoned and 
mortified, yet both it ſelf, and all che motions 
thereof are truly & properly ſin. a m 1 Falnl. 8. 
10. Ro. 7. 14, 17, 16, 23 Jam 3. 2. Pro. 20. 9. 
Kccl. 7. 20, Rom. 7. F, 7, 8, 25. Gol. 5. 17. 


TAI 
2 
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Every fin both original and actual, being 4 
Tranſgreſſon of the fighteous Law of God, & 
eontrary thiereunto, # doth in its ow mature 
bring guilt upon the firmer, # whereby he 1s 
bound over to the wrath of God, 9 and curfe 


Wot the Law, t and fo made fubjecd to death. / 


55. 1 


30 A Confeſſion of Faith. 


with all miſeries Spiritual, t Temporal « and 

Eternal. w © x Fe: 3. 4+ Þ Rom. 20. 15, 

& 3 9, 19. q Epb. 2.3 r Gal. 3. 10. f Rn 1 

T. 23. t Eph. 4 18 u Rom. 8, 20. Lam. 3. 39. ¶ pab 

W _y- 41. 2 Tbeſ. I. 9. ple: 
4 — che 


HAN v 1 


Of Gods Covenant with Man, unt 


IE diſtance between God and the Crea: bel. 
ture is ſo great, that although reaſonable 3. 
Creatures do owe Obedience to bim as their 16. 
Creator, yet they could never have attainedi 26, 
} the reward of life, but by ſome voluntary con- 
k deſcention on Gods _ which he hath been 
þ pleaſed to expreſs by way of Covenant. a I/. 
40 13. 34, Iy, 16, 17. fob 9. 32, 33. P, 
113. 56 & 100. 2, 3 Job 22. 2, 3. & 3. , fort 


3. Luke IJ. 10. Aits $7. 36. ©. =....> in ! 
= = le 
I 1. 62h wit 


The firft Covenant made with man, was a 2: 
Covenant of Works, 6 wherein life was pro. 
miſed to Adam, and in him to his poſterity, «| 
upon condition of perfect and perſonal Obedi' 
ence. 4b Gal, 3. 12. E Rom. 10. f. & 5.12 ; 
& 36. d Gm. 2. 27, Ga! 3. 10. 1 


| A Conſeſſas of Faith, 3 


Rom Man by his fall having made himſelfunoa- Ml 
3- 39. pable of life by that Covenant, the Lord was f 
pleaſed to make a fecond, e commonly called 
— che Covenant of Grace; wherein he freely 
offereth unto Sinners life and Salvation by Je- f 
ſus Chrift, requiring of them Faith in him that 
they may be ſaved, f and promiſing to give | 
| unto all thoſe that are ordained unto life, his 
holy Spirit to make them willing and able to | 
red. believe g e Gal 3. 21. Rom 3. 20, 21. Gen. ö 
able z. 5. . 42 6 f Mark 16. 15, 16, Jen 33 
their 16. Rem. 10. 6, 10. Gal. 3 11. g Exet. 36. | 
inedſg 26, 27. Jobn 6. 44, 45. 3 | 
con- | t | q 
been I V. | 
1 Va. 5 i 
Pſa. This Covenant of Grace is frequently ſee M 
J. WF forth in Scripture by the name of a Teſtament, j 


in reference to the death ot Jeſus Chriit the 
 Teſtator, and to the everlaſting Inheritance, 
wich all things belonging to it, therein be- 
a queached. 6 Heb, . 22. & 9 1, 16, 17. Luke 
22. 20. I Cor. 11. 25. 5 


V. 


Although this Covenant hath been different- 
land variouſly adminiſtred in reſpe& of Or- 
dinances & Inſtitutions in the time of the Law, 
and ſince the coming of Chriſt in the fleſh, # 

E Jet 


32 A Confeſſun of Faith, | 


yet for the ſubſtance and efficacy of it, to all 
its Spiritual and ſaving ends, it is one and the 
ſame, 4 upon the account of which various 
diſpenſations, it is called the Old and New- 
Teſtament. } i 2 Cor. 3. 6, 7, 8, 9 Heb 12. 18 
te 24 Col, 2, 11 12. x Cor. 5. 7, 11. 15. 


& Gal. 3. 3 Epb.g 5 fer. 31. 13, 34 Rom: 3. 


21, 22, 30. & 1. 16. 12 Cor. 3. 6, 14. 


- — 2 
_— 


CHAP. VIII 
Of Chriſt the Midiator. 


I TT pleaſed God in his eternal purpoſe, to | 


chuſe and ordain the Lord Jeſus his only 
begotten Son, according to a Covenant made 
between them both, to be the Mediator be- 
tween God and Man; « the Prophet, „ Prieft, c 


and King, 4 the Head and Saviour of his 


Church, e the Heir of all things, / and Judge 


of the World: g unto whom he did from all : 
Eternity give a People to be his ſeed, and 
to be by him in time Redeemed, Called, Jufti- | 


fied, Sanctified and glorified. ; 4 ſe 42. 1. 
1. 19, 20. n 3-36. 1 Tim. 2. 5 b 


Act: z. 22. C Heb. 5. 5,6, d Pſal. 2. 6. Luke | 
Act, t5.31. | 


1. 32. e Epb. 5 23. f Heb. 1.2. g 
h Jabs 17 6: Pſol: 22: 30: Iſa 53: IC: i II im 


2: 6: Ia 55: 45: 1 Cot 1 30; 
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of Confeſſons of Fa b. 33 
: F- +6 48 o Tos nity als 
The Son of God, the ſecond Perſon in the 
Trinity, being very and Eternal God, of one 
ſubſtance, & equal with the Father, did, when 
the fulneſs of time was come, take upon him 
Mans nature, & with all the effential proper- 
ties and common infirmities thereof, yet with- 
out ſin, 1 being conceived by the power of 
the holy Ghoſt in the womb of the Virgin 
Mary, of her ſubſtance : So that two whole 
perfect and diſtin& natures, the Godhead and 
the Manhood, were inſeperably joyncd to- 
gether in one perſon, without Converſion, 
Compaſition, or Confuſion ; # which perſon 
to is very God and very Man, yet one Chriſt, the 
nly only Mediator between God & Man. ok De. 1 14, 
ade 17: & 5: 20: Phil: 2: 6: Sal: 4: 4: 1 Heb: 2: 14, 
be- 16 17: & 4: If: m Luke 1: 27, 11. 35: Gal: 4: 
fte 4: n Lule 1: 35: Rant 9: 5: Col: 2:95 1 Pet: 3: 
his 18: 1 Zim: 3: 16: © Rom: 1: 31: 1 Tim: 2: f: 


ce 
nd | | | 
ſti⸗ The Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his humane nature, 


x. MW thus united to the Nivine in the Perſon of the 
b Son, was ſanctified and anointed with the ho- 
abe ly ſpirit above meafure, » having in him all 
21. ¶ the treaſures oi Wiſdom and Knowledge, q in 
im vom it pleaſed the Father that all fulneſs 
ſhould . dweil. - to the end that being holy, 
harmleſs, undesled & full of grace and truth, / 

I. he might be chroughly furniſhed to eue 
1 | the 


7 
| 
| 
/ 
| 
/ 
| 
: 
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34 4. Cifeſſion of Faith. 
the Office of a Mediator and Surety ; t which 
Office he took not unto himſelf, but was there- 
unto called by his Father, « who alſo put all 
power and Jndgment into his hand, and gave 
him Commandment to execute the ſame. 2 


p Pal: 45: 1: Feb 3: 34: q Col: 2: 3: r Col 1: 


19: [ Heb: 7: 26: Jobn 1:14: t 4, to: $8: Heb 
12: 24: & 7: 22: u Heb: 5; 4, 5:w Fobw's: 21, 
27: Mat: 28: 18: Acts 2: 36: Or! 


1 V. 


This Office the Lord Jeſus Chriſt did moſt 
willingly undertake, * which that he might 


diſcharge, he was made under the Lew, y and | 
did perfectly fulfil it, x and underwent the | 


puniſhment due-to us, which we ſhould have 


born and ſuffered, being made fin and a curle | 
tor us, enduring moſt grievous torments im- | 
mediately from God in his Soul, « and moſt |} 
painful ſufferings in his body, “ was crucified | 
and died,c was buried and remained under the } 
power of death yet ſaw no corruption, 4 on 
the third day he aroſe from the dead e with | 
with! 
which alſo he aſcended into Weaven, and there 
ſitteth at the right hand of his Father, g mak- 
ing Interceflion, & and ſhall return to Judge 
Men and Angels at the end of the World. i 
Xx Pſal: go: 7, 8: Heb: 10. 5: to 10: Fobn 10, 
18: Pbjl: 2: 8: y Gel: 4. 4: Z Mat: 3: 15: & 
17: 2 A: «6: 37, 38: & 27: 46: Luke 22: 44: 
b q. 


the ſame body in which he ſuffered, f 
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'A-Confeſſron of Faith. 35 
nich b Mat: 26: 27: C Phik 2: 8: d Act 25 23, 24, 
ere- 27: & 13: 37: Rom: 6: 9: e 1 Cor: 18: 3 4: f 
t all Fobn 20: 25, 27: g Mar: 16: 9: h Rom: 8: 34: 
rave Hieb: 9: 24: & 7: 25: i Rom 14 9, 104d. 1 II 
„ 10 42 Mat 13 40 41 42 Jude 6 2 Pet 24 


ep; 


The Lord Jeſus by his perfect obedience & 
Sacrifice of himſelt, which he through the eter- 
nal Spirit once offered up unto God, hath ful- 
ly ſatisfied the Juftice of God, & and purchaſ- 
ed not only reconciliation, but an everlaſting 
inheritance in the Kingdom of Heaven, for all 
thoſe whom the Father hath given unto him. 
k Row 5 19 Heb 9 14 16 & 1 14 Bpb 5 2 
Rom 3 25 26 | Cel 1 19 20 Dan 9 24 26 
Ep 1 11 14 FJokn17 2 Heb 9. 12 15 | 


VI. 


Although the work of Redemption was not 
2tually wrought by Chriſt till after his Incar- 
nation, yet the Virtue, Efficacy and Benefits f 
thereof were Communicated to the Elect in 

all ages ſucceſſively from the beginning of the 
World, in and by thoſe. Promiſes, Types and 
Sacrifices, wherein he was revealed & ſignified 
to be the Seed of the Woman, which ſhould 
bruiſe the Serpents head, and the Lamb ſlain 
from the beginning of theWorld, being yoſter- 
day and to day the fame, and ver. m Gai 
44790315 Neu 8 Heb: 1 


215 


35 AC onfeſſion of Faitb. 


Chriſt in the work of Mediation acteth ae- 
cording to both Natures, by each nature doing 
that which is proper in it felf; » yet by reafon 
of the unity of the Perſorr, that which is pro- 
per to one Nature, is ſometimes in Scripture 
attributed to the Perſon denominated by the 
other Nature. „ n Heb 9 14 15 1 Pet 3 18 
o Ad 20 28 Jobs 3 13:1 fobn 3 16 


. 


To all thoſe for whom Chriſt hath purchaſ. i goc 
ed Redemption, he doth certainly and effec-M tab. 
tually apply and communicate the ſame, pM x. 
making Interceſſion for them, q and reveal. 
ing unto them in and by the Word, the Myf 
teries of Salvation, effectually perſwadine MF + 
them by his Spirit to believe and obey, 1 
and governing their hearts by his Word and wh: 
Spirit, / overcoming all their enemies by his 900 
Almighty Power and Wiſdom, in ſuch man- ral 
ner and ways as are moft conſonant to his e at 
wonderful and unfearchäble diſpenſation. : ¶ fire 
q Jes 6 37 39 & 10 x5 16 q r Jabs 2 1 {cl 
Rom 8 30 r Feln 15 13 17 Fpb 178933 
Jobo 17 6 f Jobe 14 16 Heb 12 22 2 Cor 1 44, 
12 Rem 8 9 14 & 15 18 19 John 17 17 3. 
Pfel 110 f: x Cor 15 ws 26 P/al 4 2 3 Ci 
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chu 


7. 77 e 11 Us >. ; 


CH A 1 
of Free Will. 


h a0. f coped 
Y OD > hath endued the Will df Man with 
afon 'S; that natural liberty and power ofacting 


Pro-: upon choice, that it is neither forced, nor by 
Penre any abſolute. neceſf i:y of Nature determined to 
che do good or evil. a Hari Bf 12. Fan I. Is 
3 18% Den v 


11. 


Man in his ſtate of Ee had freedom 
and rower to will and to do chat wl ich was 
good and well pleaſing to God ; + but yet mu- 
tably, ſo that he might fall f. om it. e b Gen 
I. 26. Ecci 7. 29 Gew 3: 6; C Gen 2 16, 17: 


Myft | IL 

bey, Man by his Fall into a ſtate of Sin, hath 
and BY wholly loſt all ability of Will to any Spiritual 
7 bis ¶ good accompanying Salvation, 4 fo as 4 natu- 
nan- ral man being altogetheraverie from that good, 
his e and dead in fin, F is not able by his own. 


W /irength to convert himfelf, or to prepare him- 
ſelr thereunto g d Kom g 6. John 15. FE Rem 


8 9 ai, <4 2. IT, F: Col 2 1: g fobn 6. 
or 4 8 44, 65. Eph 2. 2, 3, 4, F: 1 Cor 2. my Tits 
17 03 3, 4, 5. | Tos 
Ce l 2 F 
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1 V. 


When God converts a Sinner, and tranſlates 
him into the ſtate of Grace, he freeth him from 
his natural bondage under fin þ and by his 
grace alone inables him freely to will and to 
do that which is >piritually good; # yet ſo, as 
that by reaſon of his remaining Corruption, 
he doth not per fectiy nor only will that which 
is good, but doth alſo will that which is evil. & 
h Cel 1. 13 Pil 14: i Rem 6. 18, 22: K 


Gal: 5. 17 Rom 7. 15, 18, 19, 21, 23: 


The will of Man is made perſectly and im- 
mutably tree to good alone in the ſtate of | 
Glory only # 1 Jen 3. 2. Jade 24. pb 4: al! 


13: Hb 12: 23 6 ſee 
CHAP. |X 7 to 
Of E-FeQual Calling. | | this 


RG thoſe whom God hath predeſtinated 7% 
4 Þ. unto Lite and thoſe only, he is pleaſed g. 
in bis appointed and accepted time efiectually py 
to call à by his Word and Spirit, (out ofthat - 
ſtate of ſin and death in which they are by na- 
ture, to grace and Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, c 
inlightning their minds Spiritually and faving. i: 
ly to underſtand the things of God, 4 raking Wl rate 
away their heart of ſtone, & giving unto them ¶ ne 
a allo 


ates 
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| "20 8 9 Jobn Fo 25. 


A Crnfeſſion of Faith, 39 
an heart of fleſh. «+ Renewing their Wills, and 
by his Almighty power determining them to 
that which is goed, f and effectually drawing 
them to Jeſus Chriſt : g yet ſo as they come 
moſt freely, being made willing by his grace.s 
a Row 8: 30 G11. 7 Epb: 1. 10, Il. b 2 66. 
2:13, 14 2 Cor 3. 3, 6. C Row 8.7 Epb 2 I, 
2, 3, 4, F: 2 Tim 1. 9,10 d 4d, 26 18 Ci 
2.10, 11. Eyb t. 17, 18. e ENA 36. 26 f EYE 
1I. 19. 'Fbil 2 13. Deur 30. 6. Exit 36. 27. g 
Epb 1. 19 Jaln 6 44, 45. h Cant 1. 4. Pal. I 10. 
3. John 6. 37. Rom 6. 16, 17, 18. 


1 


This effectual Call is of Gods free and ſpeci- 
al grace alone, not from any thing at all fore- 
ſeen in Man, : who is alzogether paſſive there- 
In, until being quickned and renewed by the 
holy Spirit, & he is thereby enabled to anſwer 
this Call, and to embrace the grace offered & 
conveyed in it i 2 Tim 1. 9: Tit 3. 4, 5 
K1b 2 4, J, 8, 9: Rom q 11 Kk 1Cor 2. 14 Rem 
8.7 Eob 2.5: | fobn 6 37. Exel 36. 27. Rom 


11 


Ele& Infints dying in Infancy, are regene- 


rated and ſaved by Chriſt, „ who worketh 


when, and where, and how he pleaſeth: =' ſ6 


allo are all other ele& perſons who are un- 


R capable 


40 I Confeſſion of Faith, 
pable of being outwardly called by the Mi- rie 
-niſtry of the Word. „ m Luke 18: 15, 46. & the 
Act, 2. 18, 39: & Job 3 51: & I Tebn 5. 22, the 
compared Rom 8 9. NN Jobn 3. 8 O I John 5. 12. 

Ac. 4 12. go rh 
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Others not elected, although they may be 
called by che Miniſtry of the Word, & may 
Have ſome common operations ot the Sy rit, 3 
yet not b ing effectually dawn by the F.chey, 
thev neither doe nor can come unto Chriſt, & 
therefore cannot be laved; » much leſs can 
men not protefling the Chriſtian Religion, be 
ſaved in any other way whatſoever, be they 
never ſo dilgent to frame their lives accord- | 
ing to the light of nature, and the law ot that 
Religion chey do protels: And to aſſert & 
maintain that they may, is very pernicious, & | 
to be deteſted. . p Mat 22. 14. Q Mat 7 27. 

& 13.20, 21. H. 6 4, F. r Foln 6. 64. 65, 66. F 
& 8. 24 f As 4. 12. Job 14 6 Kph 2. 12. and 
Jobn 4.22. & 17. 3 t 2 Jen 9 16, 11 10% of 
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Of Full ification. 


N Hoſe whom God efetually calle h, he 
. 9 — 0 * bs. 
1 1 ailo freely juitiferh, a not by intuſing 
N 13 T- | _ Tight'f 


l Confeſſion of Faith. 41 
righteouſnef; into them, but by. pardgning 
their ſins, and by accounting and accepting 
their perſons as righteous not for any thing 
wrought. in' them, or done by them, but for 
Chrilts ſake alone; nor by imputing Faith it 
olf, the at. of believing, or any other Evan- 
gelical Obedience to them, as their Righteouſ- 
neſs, but by imputing Chrifts active Obedi- 
ence to the whole Law, and paſſive Obedi 
ence in his ſufferings & death, for their whole 
and ſole Righteouſneſs, “ they receiving and 
reſting on him and his righteouſneſs by Faith; 
which Faith they have not of themſelves, it is 
the gift ot God, 4 Rom 8. 20. & 3 24. b 
Rim 4. 4, 5, 6, 7 8 2 Cor 5. 19, 21. Rom 3. 
22, 24, 25, 27. 28. Tit. 3 Jo 7: Eph. I. 7 Ter 
23 6. 1 Cor 2. 30, 21 Rom 5 17, 18, 19 GAGs 
10. 44: Gal 2. 16. Phil 3. 9 Acts 13. 38, 39. EY 


N 11 


Faith thus receiving and reſting on Chriſt, 
and his righteouineis, is the alone inſtrum:nt 
of Juſtification; 4 yet it is not alone in the 
perſon juſtified, but is evet accompanied with 
all other ſaving graces, and is no dead Faith, 


but worketh by Love e d Fes 1 12 Rom 
f 3 28. & Gu ; S Jam 2. 175 22, 26, Gal 5. . 
1 | 
he 1 : 
Chbriſt by his Obedience & Death did mY 
4 | diſ- 
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42 A Confeſſion of Faith. 
diſcharge the debt of all thoſe that are juſſi· rom 
1 fied, and did by the facrifice of himſelf, in the 
WW blood of his Crofs, undergoing in their ſtead i 


1 the penalty due unto them make à proper, Vs C 
Teal, & full ſatis faction to Gods Juſtice in their lle t 
; behalf: f Yer inaſmuch as he was given bye 


the Father for them, g and his Obedience & 
Satisfaction accepted in their ſtead, 6 and both 
freely, not for any thing in them, their Juſtifs 
cation is only of free grace, i that both the 
exact juſtice and rich grace of God might be 
glorified in the juſtification of Sinners & f Ren 
5. 8, 9, Io, 19. 1 Tin 2 F, 6. Heb 10: 10, 14. 
Dan 9. 24, 26. Iſa 53: 4, 5, 6, Ie, II, 12. g 
Rom 8. 32 h 2 Cor F. 21, 4dst 3. 17. Epb 5. 
2 1 Rom. 3. 24. Epb 1. 7. k Rem 3 26. Epb 
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God did from all Eternity decree to Juftifie | 
all the Elect, and Chriſt did in che fulneſs 
of time die for their Sins, and riſe again for 
their Juſtification : m Nevertheleſs, they are 
not Juſtified perſonally, until the holy Spirit 
doth in due time actually apply Chrift unto 
them. » 1 Gel 3 8. x Pet 1. 2, 19, 20. Rom 
4 3. 30. m Gal 4.4. 1 Tim 2. E Rem 4 25 n 
el. 21, 22: Gal 2: 16: Tu 31 4, 5, 6, 7 
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Ged doth continue to forgive ihe fins of thoſe that 
2 art 


— e 1 8 : 1 
C n 
7 9 


N 
ere 788 9. 43 


juſſi: Mom t be Hate of Fuſtification, p yet they mig by 
1 the their fins Fall under Gods fatberly diſpleaſure 2 * 


n that Condition they have not uſually. tbe light of 
s Countenance reſtored unto them, until they bhum- 


het lle themſeloes, confefs their fins, beg pardin, and re- 
W by their faith and repentance. q o Mat 6: 12: 
« & John 1: 7, 9: & 2: x, 2: pþ Luke 12: 3a, 
both ohn 10: 28: Heb 10: 14: q Plal 89: 31, 32: 
Fifi 33 & 51. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12: & q 2: 52) 


% 


the Mat 26: 75: 1 Cor 11: 30, 31, 32: Luk Ea: 
t be | 8 K. 
Rim | V J. : | a 


2. g The Tfuſtification of Belicwers under the Old Teſ. 
55 J. ment, 1. in all theſe reſpis one and the ſame 


with the Fuſtification of the Believers under the 
Vow Teſtament r Gal 3: 8, 9, 13, 14: Rom 
A: 22, 23, 24: Heb 13: 8: 


Epb 
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: Of Adoption. 
zpirit | 


unto B ; 5 l 

Ron eth in and for his only Son Jeſus Chriſt 
5. u make partakers ol the grace of Adoption, 4 
7 Wy which they are taken into the number, and 


Joy the Liberties & Priviledges of the Child- 
en of God, & have his Name put upon them, e 
ecelve the Spirit ot Adoption, 4 have acceſs 

| to 


re juſtified; o and alt bang they can never fall 


W A LLthole that are juſtifſed, God Vouchſafs | 


0 
1 
wu 


"8 © 


: 77751 / 


Ne 


Salvation. o a Epb 1. 5: b Gal: 4: 4, F: Ren 


44. Coed Fab. 

to the Throne of Grace wid boldneſs, - arg 
enabled to Cry Abb Father, f are pitied, g Act 
protected, b provided for, i and chaſtned by 
him as by a Father, & yet never caſt off, but 
ſealed to the day of Redemption, m and in- 
her the Promiſes, = as Heirs of Everlaſting 


8. 1750 Fobn 1: 12 C Fer: 14 9: 2 Cor 6: 18: 


Rev 3: 12: d Rem 8: 15: e Eph z: 12: Ren * 
5: 2: f Gal 4: 6: g Pſal 103: 13: h Prov 24: Nhe 
26 v Mat 6: 20, 32: 1 Pet g: 7: Kk Heb 12.6: Wabic 
I Lim 3: 3; m Eph 4: 30: n Heb 6: 12: o ver. 
x Peter 1: 3, 4: Heb: #: 14: irre 
* . 8 N the 
* — — 17 
CHAP: 2X FT HL Ebi 

Of Sandl iftcat ion. 
T that are effectually called and rege- | 5 
nerated, being united to Chriſt, having WW chre 
a new heart and a new ſpitit created in them, ¶ the 
through the virtue of Chriſis death and reinr part 
rection, 4 are alſo further ſanctified really & ¶ in ę 
perſonally through the ſame Virtue, by hs Go 
Word and Spirit dwelling in them, / the do- 14. 
minion ot the whole Body of Sin is deſtroyed, MW > c 
and the ſeveral luſts thereot are more & more — 


weakned & mortified, 4 & rhey more & mere 
quickened & ſtrengthened in all ſaving graces, 
e to the practice of all true holineſs. without 
which no man {hall ſee the Lerd / a x Cor 6. 
| 114 


irreconcilable War, the fleſh luſtin 


neg 
* 8 N hy 
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A Confeſſion of Faith, 45 


& F. 26. 2 Te 2. 13. Cc Rom 6 & 
14. d Ga f. 24. Rows 8. 13. e Col x; E Epb 
3. 16, 17, 18, 19. f 2 Cor 7. J. Heb 12. 14. 


2 wh 
* 


This Sanctification is throughout in the 


whole man, g yet imperfect in this life, 'there 


abides ſtill ſome remnants of Corruption in e- 
very part, 5 wheng& ariſeth a continual and 
againſt 
the fpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the ffeſh. & 
1 Theſ 5. 22 h I Jobs 1. 10. Rem 7. 18, 23. 
Phil 3. 12. i Gab 5. 17. 1 Pet 2. 11 


1 IL 61189] 
In which war, although-the remaining cor- 
ruption for a time may much prevail, & yet 
through the continual ſupply of ſtrength from 


the ſanctifying Spirit of Chriſt, the regenerate 


part doth overcome i and ſo the Saints grow 


in grace, m perfecting holineſs in the fear of 


God n k Rom 7. 23. | Rom 6. 14. 1 Fobn 5. 
14. Eph 4 15, 16, m 2 Pet 3 18. n 2 Cor 3. 18. 


2 Cor 7. 22 * * 
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CH 

Of Saving Faith, | 

"HE grace of Faith, whereby the Elect 

1 are enabled to E to the of 
delt 


46 4 Confeſpoi of Faith. 
their Souls, 4 is the work of the Spirit af Chit ll or 
in their hearts, „and is ordinarily: wrought (+ 
by the Miniſtry of the Word.; c by which ab Be 
ſo, and by the adminiſtration of the, Seals fl ma 
Prayer and other means, it is increaſed and the 


eng thened. 4 a Heb 10 39. b 2 Cor 4. 13. tai. 
Epb 1. I7, 18, 19. & 2.8. c Rem 10, 14, 17.8 wh 
Hts 20. 3 2. Rom . 11. Tk Rn Ron ch 1,16 iy 
if hos pi 4 IPG 2. 2. n 397% J ent Lodi xo 
5 e 1 it ;- Ep 
5 By this Fark 20 hriftian belietech to aha f el — 
7 ee er i; revealed in the Word, for the 
vo Authority of God. himfelf ſpeaking cherein, # 
and add eth differently upon that which each 
a particular paſſage thereof containeth, yielding 
Fl obedience to the commands, # trembling at 


the threatnings, & & embracing the promiſes 
of God tor this life, & that which is to come. 
But the principal acts of ſaving Faith are, ac 
cept ing receiving, and reſting upon Chriſt 2. 
lone, for juſſifjcation, ſanctfication &eter nal life 
by virtue of the Covenant of Grace e F-b» 4 
42.17% 2 13 1 Jebs F. 10 Att; 24. 14, f Ronf 
: 26 g Iſs 66. 2. h Heb 11. 13. L Im 4 8Þ 
4 — Aﬀts 16. 31. Gal. 2. 20. Ad. 15 11 
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the 

This Faich, although it be different in &| ons 


i grees, and may be weak or ſtrong, 4 * il 


A 
n 


.n 


er”, "ell 0 RY" 4. 


is in ths leaſt degree of it different in th 
or nature of it as all other; ſayirig grace. 


Whereas there is none that doth good, and 
finneth not, e and the beſt of men may thro? 
the power and deceitfulneſs of their-eorrupti- 
Y on: dwelling in et e with d erase 
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the Faith and common 148 of Kendra | 
Believers; and therefore, though it may | 

many times aſſailed, and weakved,,xet it gets q 

: and the victory, growing up in many to the at- F 
4. 13. cainment of a full aſſurance through Chrift, » ; 
4, 17, who is, both theAuthar &Finiſher of ourFaich 0 1 
2.16, K Heb 5/ 1.3: 14+ Rom 4 +49, 20 1 39 &8, 9 
10 1 7 8 rg. i Fobn 3.9. m Luk 22 57,22. ji 
Eph 6 16. 1 Joby 5. 4 5 n Heb 6. 11,12, & 10 ji 

22. Cal a. 2 0 a 12. 27 | | 

4 2 —_ — — — mg ah ans 2 — — 3 Ie 1 ö | 

Of Repewanc . | 

ch of. the Elec as are converted at riper i 

years, having ſometime lived in the ſtate | 

ol nature, and therein ſerved diverſe luſtsand IM 
Nears a God: in their eflectual calling giv- q 

eth them Repentance unto life..b . 4 Hpb 2 1, Þ 

2, 3. Ji, 3. 3, 4, 55 W b Rom. 321% þ 

I. 9. Es LI, 18˙ _— 


50. g Luk 22: 32, 61, 62: 1 Jobs 1.9 © 
"SW 19 <© 4 „ 4 -» 'E | - Apa ' 


fore God unto all well-pleafing in all things. u 


326. 2 Kings 23 2. Col x. re. 


iin 
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/ 1 A Cine of Faiths 

of temptation, . fall intb great” ins and pro: 
vocations; f God hath in the Covenant of 
Grace mercifally provided that Believers ſo 
finning and falling, he renewed through re. 
pentance unto Salvation. g Cc 1 Rug 8 46. 
Keel J. 20 Fam 3. 2. d Pſal 65, 3. & 40. 12. 
Rom 7. 21,23. Fer 17, 9. Heb 3. 13. e Alat 6. 
T3. Luk 22 31. f 2 Sam 11. 27. Luk 22 57,58, 


1 


6 
= 


This ſaving Repentance is an Evangelical 
Grace, h whereby a perſon being by tho Ho- 
iy Ghoſt made ſenſible of the manitold evil; 
of his fin, i doth by faith in Chrift humble him 

ſelf for it with godly forrow, deteſtation of it, 
and felt abhorrency, & praying for pardon & 
ſtrength of Grace, I with a purpoſe and en- 
deavour by ſupplies of the Spirit, to walk be- 


h Zech 12 10. Act, 11. 18 1 Jobn 16. 7, 8, % 
Exek 18. 30, 31. * 36. 31. Pſal 51. 4 1 Jobs 
3. 4. K Zeeb 12 10. Jer 31. 18, 19. Joel 2.12, 13. 
T/a 20. 22. Amos g. 15. Hal 119 128 Exek 6 9 
2 Cor. 7. II. 1 Pſal Fr. per tot mPſal 119 6,59, 


* wy 


1 V. 


As Repentance is to be continued througi R= 
the whole courſe of our lives, s upon the ac R. 
WA | Count Bl 1: 


count of the body of death, and the motions 
thereof; » ſo it is every mans duty to repent 
of his particular known ſins particularly 5 n 
Mat 6. £1, 12. Pſal 51. 1). © Rom 7 14, 15, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 23, 24. Gal 5.17. p Pſe 
19, 13-0 18: 23: 6 51. 4. Luk 19. 8. 1 Tim 
113, 15. e : 4h © 1 bp 


| 12 


uch is the proviſion which God hath made 
through Chi iſt in the Covenant of Grace, for 
the preſervation of Believers unto ſalvation, 
that although there is no ſin ſo fmall, but it de- 
ſetves damnation; r yet there is no fin ſo great, 
that it ſhall bring damnation on them who 
truly repent; / which makes the conftant 
preaching of Repentance neceſſary. q 1 Pe 
1. 5 r Kom 6. 23. & 5 12, Mat 12. 36.1 Iſa 
55. 7. Rem 8: 1: 1ſar:16,18:tMarki:15:A&20:21, 
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ORA. XVI. 
Of Good Works, 


* 
« 


F * OOD works are only ſuch as God hath 


& ſich as without the Warrant thereof are de- 


viſed by men out of blind zeal, or upon any 
pretence of good intentions. a Mie 6: 8: 
Rem 12:2: Heb 13: 21: b At 15:9: ſſa 29: 13: 
Rom 103 2: Job 16; 2; 1 dam I 5:21, 22,23, I Pet 
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commanded in his holy word, « & not 
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il Theſe good works done in obedience. tod ods er 
Commandments, are the fruits & evidences ota 1: 
true and lively Faith, c and by them Belicuers 26; 
manifeſt their thanklulneſs 4 ſtrengthen their 
aſſurance, e edifie their Brethren, f, adorn 
the proieflion of the Goſpel, g ſtop the months 
of the adverſaries, & glorifie God, i whoſe 
” workmanfhip they are.-created--in,Chrift-Jefus Bre 
| thereunto; & that having their fruit unto. he» are 
TS lingſ, they may have the end eternal life; le I £2 
Jam 2: 18, 22: d:iPſa:116; 12, 23::4; Pet 2; fal 
9. e 1 foby 2: 3, F 2 Pet 1: 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. be 
f 2 Cor 9: 2; Mat 5: 16: g Tu 2 f: 9: 11,2: 9 
1 ug. 1: h 1 Pe 2: x5; i 1 Per 2: 12: lM 
12 11: Fobn Is; 8. k Eph 2: 10: 1 Rom 6: 22: 
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k "Their ability to do good works is not at all of le. 
| themſelves, but wholly from the fpirit of Chriſt: t 
m And that they may be enabled thereunto, in 
beſides the Graces they. have already received, 1 
there is required an actual influence of the 
fame holy Spirit to work in them to will and 
iso do, of his good pleafure ; » Yet are they 
not hereupon to grow negligent, as it they 
yere not bound to perform any duty nnlels 
upon a ſpecial motion of the Spirit, but they 
= -ought to be diligent in ſtirring up the Grace 
ol God that is in them © m Foby 15: 4. : 
er !” 


A. Confeſſion of Faith.) 7 


ods Cor 3: 55::70; Phil 2: 427 Heb 6: 11: 12:8 Per 
ota 1: 3, 5, 10, 18 J C4: 7 2 Dim 1: 6: Hs 
uers 26; 6, 7. Jude 20, 21: oe 
heir | Sy 

lorn 2 V. 

uths 


noſe | They who in their Obedience attain to the 
eius greateſt height which is poſſible in this life, 
he. are ſo far from being able to ſupererogate, & 
eto do more then God requires, as that they 
+ 2; fall ſhort of much, which in duty they are 

2 bound to do. p Luk 17: 10: Neb I;: 22: Fob 
* 27 35 Gear Fi nfo HH 275 1 DA ; 
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We cannot by our beſt works merit pardon 

of fin, or eternal lite at the hand of God, by 
Hof reaſon of the great diſproportion that is be- 
rift: tween them, and the Glory to come; & the 
nto, infinite diſlance that is between us, and God, 
red, whom by them we can neither profit nor facif- 
the Þ fe tor the debt of our former Sins; 4 but when 
and we have done all we can, we have done but 
hey ur duty, & are unprohrable fervants: » And 

becauſe as they are good, they procced from 
his Spirit, / and as they are wrought by us, 
they are defiled and mixed with fo much 
weakneſ, and imperfection, that they cannot 
endure the ſeveii:y of Gods judgments. r q 
Rim 3. 20. & 4. 2, 4 6 Ee 2: 8, 9: Tis 
vt - | 2» 
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72 A Confeſſion of Faith. 
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VI. 


Fet notwithſtanding, the perſons of Belie- 
vers being accepted through Chriſt, their good 
works alſo are accepted in him, « not as tho 
they were in this life wholly unblameable and 
unreproveable in Gods ſight, w but that he 


looking upon them in his Son is pleaſed toac- 


cept and reward that which is ſincere, altho 
accompanied with many weakneſſes & imper⸗ 
feRions. x u Epr 1: 6: 1 Pet 2. 5: Exod 28: 38: 
Gen: 4: 4: Heb: xi: 4: w Job 9: 20: Pſa 141 
2: Pls 3: 12: 1 Heb xii: xx, xxi: 2 Cor vii: 
Mi: Heb vi: x: Mat Xxv: xxi; xxiii: 0 
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1 Works done by unregenerate men although 


for the matter of them they may be things 
which God commands, and of good ufe both 
to themſelves and to others: 


yet becauſe 


they proceed not from an heart purified by 
Faith, z nor are done in a right manner, ac- 
cording to the Word, « nor to a right end, 
the Glory of God ; b they are therefore ſinful, 
and cannot pleaſe God, nor make a man meet 
to receive grace from God ; c and yet their 
| „„ neglea 


3: 6, 6, 7: Rom 8: 18: Pya 16. 2: Jb. 22.2 
3: 7, d r Lak 17: 1e: f G 5: 22, 23 
r % 64: 6: Gal 5: 17: Rom 7: 15, 18: Fal 
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A feln of Faith, 53 
neter of them k mere ſinful and diſpleating 
to God. d y 2 Kings 10. 30; 31. 1 Kings 21 27s 


29. Phil.x. 15, 16, 18, 2 Gen 4. 5. Heb 11. 45 


6.2 1 Cor 13. ,3:.1/4 1: 12: b Mat 6.2, f, 16. 
c Hag 2. 14. Tit 1. 15. Amos F. 21, 22. Hoſ. . 
4. Rom 9. 16. Tit 3. F. d P/ 14. 4. & 36. 3 


1.75 IS 15. Mat 25. 41, 42, 43, 45. 
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CHAP. XVII 
Of the Perſeverance of the Saints. 


"PHEY whom, God hath accepred in hi 
beloved, effectually called and Sanctified 


by his Spirit, can neither totally nor finally 


fall away from the ſtate of gra ce, but ſhall cer- 
tainly preſevere therein to the end, and be es 
ternally ſaved a Phil 1. 6. 2 Pet x. 10. Jebn 
10. 28, 29. 1 John 3. 9. 1 Pe; 1. 5, 9. 


11 


This Perſeverance of the Saints depends not 
upon their own free will, but upon the immu- 
tability of the Dectee of Election, from the 
free and uncbhangeable love of God che Father 
upon the efficacy of the merit and intercel- 
ſion of Jeſus Chriſt, e and Union with him, 4 
the Oath of God, e the abiding of his Spirit 
and the ſeed of God within them, f and the 

H 1 fature 


5⁴ | A, Confeſſien Of "atth, 


nature of the Covenant of Grace, > & 150 rom all 


which ariſeth alſo the certainty an infalſibi 
lity thereof b b 2 Tim 2. 18, 19 Fer, 31. 31. 
C Heb 10. rc, T4. & 13. 20. 21. & 9 12, 13, 
14, 15. Rom 8 33. ro end file . Yall 
22 32. Heh 9. 25. d. ohn 17, 21. e e *Heb 6 17, 

18 / 89-35, 36 f Fobn' 14. N 6, 175 3 Fohhn 
2. 27 & 3 9. f Jer 37. 40 h Fobn ! 16, 2& 
2 1 3 * 58 0 19. 
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And though they may through the tetnptk 
tion of Satan, and of the world. che prevalency 
of Corruption remaining in them, & the neg- 
lect of the means of their prefer vation, fall in- 
to grievous ſins, i and for à time continue 
therein, ©wh \creby they incur Gods diſpleaſure, 


and gricve his holy Spirit, „ come to have 
th ir graces and comforts impaired, à have 


their hearts hardned, o and their Conſciences 


wounded,» hurt and ſcandalize others, 4 and 
bring temporal judgments upon themſelves, r 

yet they are and ſhall be kept by the power of 
God through Faith unto Salvation i Mat 
26. 7%, 72, 74. Kk Plal 51. Title & v 14. 1 1's 
54 F. 7, 9 2 Sem 11.27 m Hpb 4. 30 1 P 
ii k. 12, Rev 2 4 Cn y 2, 1, 4, 8 


6 ½ 62. 17. Mark 6. 52 & 16. 14 p Pſi 32. 


3, 4 & Fir 8 4 2 S 12. 14. T Pſa 89. 32 
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hope, e but an infallible aſſurance of Faith, 


Cin revealed in the Goſpel, f and allo up. 
on the inward evidence of thoſe Graces unto | 


Wo {diae witneſs of the Spirit, teftifiing our 


A Cor feſſion of Fatth. © = 57 
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Of the Aſſurance of Grace and Salvation. „41 


A though temporary believers, & other 

- unregenerate men may vainly deceive 
themſelves with falfe hopes and carnal pre- 
ſumptions of being in the favour of God, and 
ſtate of Salvation, à which hope of theirs ſhall 
periſh, & yet ſuch as truly believe in the Lord 
Jeſus, and love him in finceiity, endeavouring 
to walk in all good Conſcience before him 
may in this life be certainly aſſured that they” 
are in the Rate of grace, c and may. rejoyce 
in the hope of the glory of God, which hope 
ſhall never make them aſhamed. d a 768 13 
14 Aie 3 11. Deut 29. 19. John 8.41 b Mat 
7.22 23 C 1 Toby 2. 3. & 3. 1 18,19, , 
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This certainty is not a hire conjectural and 


proßable perſwaſion, grounded upon a falltble 


ſounded on the blood and Righteoufneſs of 


vhich promiſes are made, g and on the Im- 


3 , ; "S — j 
option, + and as a fruit thereof, Laving 
he heart more humble and holy e H.66 11 

H 2 19 
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56 M Confeſſion of Faith, 


19. f Heb 10. 19, 20. Rom 3. 24. £ 2 F 
. 1 J00u-2, 3. & % 14 2 Corr; 
12. h Rom 8. 15, 16 1 Pſal 51.12,17.2 Cor7.1. 
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This infallible aſſurance doth not ſo belong 
to the eſſence of Faith, but that a true belie- 
ver may wait long, and conflict with many 
difficulties before he be partaker of it; & yet 
being inabled by the Spirit to Know the things 
which are freely given him of God, he may 
without extraordinary revelation, in the right 
uſe of ordinary means attain thereunto: / And 
therefore it is the duty of every one to give 
all dilligence to make their calling & Electi- 
on ſure, M that thereby his heart may be in- 
larged in peace and joy in the holy Ghoſt, in 
love and thankfulneſs to God, and in ſtrength 
and cheerfulneſs in the duties of obedience, 
the proper fruits of this aſſurance; = ſo far is 
ic from inclining men to looſeneſs. o k 1 Fob, 
5: 13 ½ 50 Ie. Mat 9 24 Pſal 88. Per tos Pſa. 
712.10 12, | 1. Cor 2. 1, 2. 1 Jobs 4 13. Heb 
EE 23.17,.18,:19; 1M. 2 fot. 2, 
n Rem F- 1, 2, 5. Rm 14.7. & 15. 3. E 
1 3, 4. Pſa 4. 6, 7. & 119. 32 0 1 fon 3 
wiz Pls 1--3,.4 17 0% 3b, 2- Row „ 
LS 11, 12, 14 2 c 7. i. Row 8. 1, 
1. 5, 7. | 
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True Believers may have the aſſurance. of 


their ſalvation divers ways ſhaken diminiſhed 


and intermitted, as by. negligence in preſerv- 
ing of it, by falling into ſome ſpecial fin, which 

oundeth the Conſcience, and grieveth- the 
Spirit by ſame ſudden or Vehement Tempta- 
tion, by Gods withdrawing the light of his 
Countenance, ſuffering even ſuch. às fear him 
to walk in darkneſs, and to have no light; 9 
yet are they neither utterly deſticute of that 
ſeed of God, and life of Faith, that love of 
Chriſt and the Brethren, that ſincerity of heart 
and Conſcience of duty, out of which: by the 
operation of the Spirit, this aſſurance may in 
due time be revived, 4 and by the Which in 
the mean time they are ſupported from utter 
deſpair. r p Cant 5. 2, 2, 6. Pſal 5 1. 8, 12. 


14. Eb 4. 30, 21. Pa 77- 1 te 10, A 26 
69, 70, 71, 72. Pſa 31, 22. & 88. per tot 
I FI. 10. ꝗ 1 Joly 3. 9 Luke 22. 32: Fel 


13: 15: Pſal 73: 15: & 51: 8, 12: Iſa go: 16: 
r Mic 7: 8, 9: Fer 22: qc: J 54: 7, 8, 9, 
Io: Pſa 22: 1: & 88: per tot 
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Of the Law of God. 


OD gave to Adam a Law of univerſal 


(I Obedience written in his heart, and a 
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58. A be fo f Fark, 


particular precept of- not eatin " the fruit off... - 
the tree of knowledge of good and evil, as a 
Covenant of Works. „by which he bound Him 
aud all his poſterity to perſonal, entire, exact 
and perpetual obedience, promiſed life upon 
the fulfilling, and threatned death upon the 
breach of it, and indued him with power. and IN. -. © 
ability to keep i it a Ges 1 27. 2: 17: Mr, - 
Rom 2: 14, 15. * 10: 15 + ah! : 77 12, 19: Gu 2. Is 
3: =o: 12. Feel 16 29. Job 28: 287 | 
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This Law witten in the Heath: coming 
to he à perfect Rule of Righteouſneſ after the 
fall of Man, and was delivered by God on 
Mount Sinai i in ten Comandments, & written. 

in tuo Tables, ( the four firſt Command- 
ments containing our duty towards God, and 
the other ſix our duty to Man. c b Jam 1125 
& 2: 8, 10, 11, 12: Rem 13: 8, 9: 3 2 
of 102 4: Exod 35. I: C War 2 22; 3753 38.539,41 
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Peſides this 1 commonly attic Morral- 
God was pleaſed to give the people of Iſraeh 
as a Church under age; Ceremonial Laws,con- 
taining ſeveral Tipical Ordinances, partly of 
Worſhiping. prefiguring Chriſt, his Graces, 
Actions, Sufferings and Benefits, d and partly 
holding forth diverſe Inſtructions of moral 
Duties 


= Conf im of . Fateh, 


; Duties: e. A which Ceremonial Laws being 
It of zppointed | only, to the time of Reformation, 
as are by Jeſus Chriſt the true Meſſiah and only 
Lan-giver, who was furniſhed with power 
vact from the Father for that end, abrogated and 


., 2, 35 Cal 2: 17:8; 1. Cor 5: 7 2 Cor 
an 17: Jude v 23 7 f Heb 9: 19, 11: Taue. 4. 121 
17: Reb 7: 12: Col 3 (5 Afr 4K Das 9· 271 Epbr 
5 2. 15, 16: 1 10 O14, 0 (2; EF ECTTLLL Au bis 
e ba e ee 
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To them PIE he gave ice goguph r 
(hich expired together wich the Bate. of char 
People, not obliging any now by virtue of 


. ON hat Infticuion, their general equity only bes 
tten ing ſtill of moral ule g Exod 21: cbap Ex:d 22: 
ind- 1. 4 29: G 49: IO: With. 1 Het: 2: 13, 14 
oy Maj 5: 17: with V 38, 39: 1 Cen 9: 8: 95 10 
12 
52 1 4. > 
148 
'The Moral Law doth forever kind ag 
5 well juſtified perſons as others, to.the-Obe- 
Hence thereof; & and that not only in regard 
ral Wt tie matter contained in it, but alſo in re- 
ach ped of the Authority of God the Creator, 
-on- Nrho gave it: peither doth Chriſt in the 
y of opel any way diſſolve, but much ſtrengthen 


Ces, his obligat ion. 4 h 2 130 5 a le: * 


"Meare Wa). Fd. Heb 9: Chap. Heb; 10 1: Gat 
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Although true Believers be not under then ; 
Law, as a Covenant of Works, to be thereby R 
juſtified or condemned, I yet it is of great uſeſs 3 
to them as well as to others, in that, as aR ul r E 
of Life, informing them of the will of God, 3, 


and their duty, and directs and binds them to x1. 


walk accordingly, diſcovering alſo the ſin 10 
ful pollutions of the ir nature, hearts and lives 
# To as examining themſelves thereby, they 
may come to further conviction of, humiliati 


on for, and hatred againſt ſin, e together with 
a Clearer fight of the need they have of Chriſ P 
and the perfection of his Obedience. p It i Lay 
likewiſe of uſe to the Regenerate, to reſtrain doe 
their Corruptions, in that it forbids ſin, Chi 
and the Threatnings of it ſerve to ſhew what to 
even their ſins deſerve, and what Affliction will 
in this Life they may expect from them, al be 
though freed from the curſe thereofthreatnedſW Hes 
in the Law. 'r The Promiſes of it in like 
manner ſhew them Gods approbation di 
Obedience, and what Bleflings they may er 
pect upon the performance thereof, / altho'f 

not as due to them by the Law, as a Covell Of; 


refraining from Evil, becauſe the Law en 
courageth to the one, and deterreth row 


A Cone of Faith. 61 


others, is no evidence of his unf under the 
Law, and not under Grace,” 5 Rom 6. 14. 


CE. Gal 2 16: & 3-13, & 4 4, 5. As 14, 39. Rons 


-— 8. x. Ot Rom 7 12, 72, 25 Pſalm 1:9. 4, 5,6. 
Ii Cor J. 19 75 L I4, 16, 18,19, 20, 21, 22,3. 
r the n Rom 7. 7. & 3 20. 0 57a I. 23, 245 
crebylſl R un 7. 9, 14, 24 55 Gal. 3. 24 Ru 24 25 % 
at uſt 8 3, 4: q 547 2. Il. P/al 119 101, 104, 128. 
aRulſ r Ezra 9. 13, 14. Pſal 89. 30, to 35. f Lev 26. 
God, 2, to IN with 2 Cor 6. 16 kpb 6 2, 3. P/ 5. 
em to 11. 44at 5. 5 P/a 19. 11. t Gal 2. 16 Luke 17. 
e ſin io w Rem 6 12, 14 1 Pet 3 8, 9. 16,11; 12. 
* with Pſa 34 12, fe 16. Heb 12. 28, 29. 

they a Fr 
uliati 5 1 I. 
r With 3 
Hriſf, Neither are the We uſes of the 
It 5 Law contrary to the grace ot the © oſpel, but 
ſtrain doe ſweetly comply with it, w the Spirit of 
ſin, Chriſt ſubduing and enabling the II of man 
what to doe that freely and cheartully, which the 
ionMW will of God revealed in the Law required to 
m, ab be done. x W Gal 3, 21. X Exel 26.26, 2% 
atnedſ Heb 8 10. Fer 58 33. 
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-off Of tbe Goſpel and of the extent of the Graces thereof. 
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ett HE Covenant of Works being broken 
n the by fin, & MICE unprofitable unto lie, 
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8 A Cemal 
God was pleaſed to give unto the Elect the 
promiſe of Chriſt, the ſeed; of the Womkn, 
'as the means of calling them, and begetting in 
them Faith & Repentance: c In this promiſe, 
the Goſpel, as to the ſubſtance of it, was re- 
vealed, arid was therein &ffectual tor the con; 
verſion and Salvation of Sinners 4 a Rem b. 
3. Gal 3. 12 b Gen 3 IF. Gal 4. 4 5. Rev 13. 
S. C 1 Cor 1. 22, 24, 26. fam 1. 18. Rom 10 8 
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AG 11. 15, 18. d T Gyr 2. 2. 


The promiſe of Chriſt, & Salvation by him 
is revealed only in and by the Word of God; e 
neither doe the Works of Creation or P rovi- 
dence, with the light of Nature, make diſ- 
covery of Chi iſt, or of Grace by him, fo much 
as in 2 gen ral or obſcure way; f much leſs 
that men deſtitute of the Revelation of him 
hy the: Promiſe or Goſpe!, ſhould be enabled 
thereby to attain ſaviag Faith or Repentance g 
S. Ma 11. 27. 2 Tim I. lo. f Rom I. 19, 20. 
255 2. 12 Km 16 25, 26 Eypb 3. 9. g. 1 Cor 1. 
21. Rom 10 14. 15 Prov 29. 18. 
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The revelation of the Goſpel unto. ſinners 
male in diverſe times, & by ſundry parts, with 
tc addition of promites and Precepts for the 
dience required thefein, as to the N 

| r 


ONE 


uy A ee, . Bob, es 64" | 


= and Perſons fo hom it is grantes, is meerly 
ng in of the pvęrai n Will. 12 9056, Pleaſure of 
male, God, „ not being annexed Yo Vi tue "of any 
26 X62 promiſe to the due improvement of Mens 
com natural abilitięs, hy virtue of Common lighe 
dem 8. received Riese ieh ch none ever did make, 
or can {o doe: i” And therefore in all Ages a 
10 8 the Preaching Hite Golpsd hath been grant- 


ed unto Perfons and Nations, as to the extent 
or ſtraiglitnipg of f 5 in great Variety, accord- 


ing to the Connie of the Will of. Gd. K Hel 

. 2, 2. Deut 7. 758. Pal 147. 19. 20. Mat 21 
him 43. GAL, 25, 26. 1 Jobs I. 13. 1 6. Rin 
ode e PBI 2. 13. Jobs, 15. 5. I Cor 2. 14 R 
Ke. 97 ** Ames 3 =, MEAS 19. . 21 43; 270 
5 dil- oe 11. 589 : 1 STE | LET. 
nuch „ iT V, 

less 

hi Alchot me the Golpat be the bet dura 
be means of revealing Chriſt and ſaving. Graec dc 


is as ſuch, abundantly ſufficient thereunto; yet 
that men who are dead in treſpaſſes, may be 
born again, quickned or regenerated, there is 
morcover neceſſary an Effectual, Irreſiftable 
work of the Holy Ghoſt upon che whole foul,” 
Hor the producing in them „Dew ſpiritua! Ute, N 
without which no pther Means are ſufficient 
for their Convertion unto God 1 E52. . ra 
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of crime Liberty, and whey, 
F Cnſcrence,” 3 : : 3 


* 4 15 


for Believers under the Goſpel, "conſiſts 


48 their freedom from the guilt ot fin, the con- 


demning wrath of God, the Rig ourand Cure 
of the Law, „and in their bei delivered 
from this preſent evil World; Bondage to Ss. 
tan, and dominion of fin, 6 from the evil of 

afflictions, the fear and fing of death, the 
victory of the grave, and everlaſting Damins- 
tion, e as allo in their free acceſs to God, « 


and their yielding Obedience unto him, not 


out of ſlaviſh tear, but à child like love and 
Willing mind : e All which were common al- 
ſa toBe'i:vers under the Law, for the ſubſtance 
of them, but under the New-Teſtament the 


liberty of Chriftians is further inlarged in their 


freedom from the yoke of the Ceremonial Law, 
the wholelegal adminiftration of the Covenant 


of Grace, to which the Jewiſh Church was 


ſabjeaed, and in greater boldneſs of acceſs 


to the Throne of Grace, b and in fuller com: 
municatiens of the free ſpirit of God, than 
Believers under the Law did ordinarily partake | 


of. i a Ti 2. 14. 1 T 1. 10 Gal 3. 13. 
b Gal 1: 4 Col 1. 13. Ad. 26. 18 Rom 6. 14, 


c RS 28 Plal 13g 71. 1Cor 15. 54, 1, 5 


x Fels F 


Row 6. 1, d Rom 7 1e + e Rom 8. 14, 16. 
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AE! Libere which Chi hath | purchased 


& 5 Fs AG 15 10, 11 h Heb 4. 14, 16. E 


1 Feb 4. 18. f G43 13, 14 g Gab . 1 ta. 


10, i9, $0 22, 1 Foby 7. 38, 39. 2 Cor 13, 17, 18 
II. 


God alone is Lord of the Conſcience, E & 


hath left it free from the Doctrines and Com- 


mandments of Men, which are in any thing 


contrary to his Word or not contained in it, 1 
ſo that to believe ſuch, Doctrines, or to obey 
ſuch Commands out of Conſcience, is to be- 
tray true Liberty of Conſcience, m and the 
requiring of an implicit faich, and an abſolute 
and blind Obedience, is to deſtroy Liberty of 
Conſcience, and Reaſon alſo. » k Fam 4.12. 
Rm 14 4 1 Ad, 4 19. & 5. 29. 1 Cor 7.23 
M:t23 8,9, 10. 2 Cor 1: 24: Mat 15: 9: m 
Col 2 10% 22, 23: Gal 1: 19: & 2. 2 4, f. 
& 5: 1 n Ren 10: 11; & 14: 23: lla: 81 20: 
Act, 17. 11; John 4: 22: Hef 5: 11. Jer 8: 9 


They who upon pretence of Chriſtian. Li- 
berty do practice any ſin, or cheriſh any luft, 
as they do thereby pe vert the main deſign ol 
the Gra e of the Goſpel to their own deſtruc- 
tion: ſo they wholly deſtroy the end of Chriſ- 
tian Liberty, whigh i: that being delivered out 
of the hands of our enemies, we might ſerve 
the Lord without fear, in Holineſs and — 
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66 A Confeor of Faith. 
teouſneſd before him all the days of our life . 
G 5: 131 1 Pet 2: 16: 2 Per 25 tg: Fob Þ 

34 ak 1: 74, 7: | 1 


2 H A. P. X XI. I. 8 
Of Religion Wer, and of the Salbet Da. 


DHE- light of Nitiire ſhewerh chat there is 

2 Gad, who hath Lordſhip and Sove- 
raignty over all, is Juſt, Good, & doth GO 
unto all, and is therefore to be Feared) Loved, 
Praiſed, called upon; truſted: in, and ſetved 


with all the Heart and all the Soul, and with 


all the might: a But the Acceptable way of 
MWorſhiping the true God is inſtituted by 8 
ſelf, and ſo limited by his on revealed will, 
that he may not be Worſhiped according to 
the Imaginations and devices of Men, or the 
ſuggeftions of Satan under any viſible repre-" 
ſentations, or any other way not preſcribed in 
21 holy Scripture. “ a Rom 1: 20: Ad 17: 


Pſal 119: 64: Fer 10 7: Pſa 21: 231. 


183 J: Row 10: Ft Pſa: 62:8; Toſh 24: 14: 


=_ 12: 33: b Deut 12: 32: Mat 1 5: 9: Ad, 


25 Mat: 4. 9, re: Deut 4: x 5, 70 205 1 
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| Religion Worſhip 1 to be get 6 to God the 
Father, 
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1 ce ne Faith, 67 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and to him a- 
loge; ; c not to Angel, Saints, or any other 
Creatures ; and ſince the Fall, not without 
a Mediator, nor in the Mediation of any other 
but of Chriſt alone « Mat 4: 10: Fol f: 
23: & 2 Cor 13: 14. d Col 2: 18. Rev 19: 
Io: Rem. 1: 25.0 Jebn 14: 6: * 5: 
i * 18: C0 2 A 11 
een 
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prayer with Thanksgiving, being one = 8 
cial part of natural Worſhip, f is by. God re- 
quired of. all Men; ; g but that it may be ac- 
7 it is to be made! in the name ot the Son, 

by the help of the Spirit. according to 
his Vill, 2 wich Underſtanding, Reverence, 
Humility, Fervency, Faith, Love, and Perſe- 
verance : & when with others in a known 
Tongue. m f Phil 4:6 g Pſal 65 2: h Fobn 
14: 13 14: 1 Pet 2: f: i Rom 8: 26: Kk 1 Fob 
5: 14: 1 Pla 47: 71 Fed 53 1, 2: Heb 12: 282 
Gen 18. 27: 0 5: Io: Mark II: 24: Mat 
6: 12, 14, If: Col 4: 2: Eph 6: 18: m 1 Cor 


14; 14: 
I V. 


Prayer i is to be made for things 6 5 & 
lor all ſorts of Men Living, or that ſhall Live 
hearaſter, „but not for the Dead, p nor for 
thoſe of whom it may be known that they 
have finnsd the fin unto Peath q n 1 Jebs 
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3 2 Tim 


Neither Prayer, nor any other part of Re- 
tigious Worſhip, is now under the Goſpel ei- 
ther tyed unto, or made more acceptable by 
any place in which it 's pertormed,or towards 
which it is directed. a But God is to be Wor- 
ſhiped every where “ in Spirit and in truth, c 


A Confeſſion of Fæitb. 
+ x 7 J N 5 — - 97 4 — 2 
4: 8 1 Nin 2: 1, 2: Foln 17: 20! 2 Sam": - 
29 Rath 4; 12: p 1 Sam 12: 21; 22, 23: With fol 


Lake: 16: #5, 26: Rro 14 15 f 1 Jabn 5: 16 
| * . 


The Reading of the Scriptures, » Preach- 
ing, / and hearing the Word of God, : Sing- 8˙ 
ing of Pſalms, « as alſo the Adminiſtrationof | >** 
Baptiſm and the Lords Supper are all parts of 
religions Worihip of God, to be performed in 2 
obedience unto God with underſtanding, Faith, 
reverence and Godly fear w Solemn Humt 
liations with Faſtings, x and Thank giving 
upon fpecial occaſions, y are in their | 
times and ſeaſons to be uſe1in an holy and FF .. 
religious manner X r Act. 15: 21: Rev i: 
4. 2: t Fam 1: 21, 22: AZ 10:37 | 
Mat 13: 19: Heb 4. 2 ½ 66. 2. u Col 3, 
16. Eph 5. 19 Fames F. 13. 
Cir xt 23 0 29 A4, 2 41 42 x Joel 2 12 
Ef her 4 16 Mark 9 29 iCr 7 5 y Pſa 107 
per tot Eſt ber 9 22 Zz Heb 12 28 : 
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w Matt. 28 19 
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4 * Confeſſion of Faiths 6 
33 in private Families 4 daily} # ard i 
; || fecret each one by himſelf, 7 fo mere 
P19 F folemnly in the Publick Aſſemblies, whiett 
are not carelefly nor wilfully ta be negleeted 
or forſaken, when God by his Word or Pro. 
vidence calleth'thereunto. g 2 Jobn 4. 27. 


1 b Mal. 1. II. T Tim. 2. 8. e John 4. 23, 24 
* Fer, 10. 25. Deut 6.6, 7. Fob 1. 5. 2 Jam 6. 
we 18, 20. 1 Pet. 3. 7. Acts 10. 2. e Ma. 6. 1 


mol Mat. 6. 6. Eph: 6. 18. g Iſa: 56. 6, 7. Heb 18. 
ain 127 Prov. 1. 20, 21, 24 & 8. 34 Ad. 1j oP 
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As it is of the Law of Nature, that in getis: 
ral a proportion of time by Gods appointment 


be ſet apart for the Worſhip of God; ſo by 
7 3? his Word in a poſitive, Moral and Perpetaat 
* 3* Commandment, binding all men in all Ages; 
17 he hath particularly appointed one day it 
2 12 ſeven for a Sabbath to be kept holy unto hin, 
197 BW which from the beginning of the World to ths 
Reſurrection ofChrift, was the laſt day of ths 

| Week, and from the Refurrection of Chriſt 

was changed into the firſt day of tlie Week, i 

p which in Scripture is called the Lords day, E 
j e. and is to be continued to the end of the World, 
bs the Chriſtian Sabbath, I the obferuation of 
; 4 the laſt day of the Week being aboliſhed ms 
og h Exod. Zo. 85 to 11, Ia. 56 . 7 Gry 3 7g 
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1 This Sabbath is then kept holy unto. the for 
Lord, when Men alter a. due preparing of ſ ou: 
their hearts, and ordering their common af. an) 
fairs beforehand, do not only abferve an holy yet 
% reſt all the day; from their own;works, words,  O: 
and thoughts abour_their Woxtdly Imploy. der 
ments and Recreations, .»' but alſo are taken Ol. 
up the whole time in the Publick andP rivate 
Exerciſes of his Worſlip, and in the duties of 
neceſſity and mercy. o n Exid 20 8. & 16, 
23; to 20 4 13: 12, 1 18. 1/a.58 13 Neb 
13. 15, to 23 0 {a 58 13. Mat 12. 1, t 14. 
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O7 Lauful Oaths and JV. 6 0 . 
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ih A awful Oath is a part of religions Wor- 

\ ſhip a wherein the Perſon Swearing in 
Truth, Righteouſneſs and Judgment ſolemn- 
ly calleth God to Witneſs what -he: aſerteth 
or promiſech, and to Judge him accordingto 
the Truth or Falſhood of what he Sweareth. 6 
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a Deut 10. 20 b Jer 4 2. Exed 20. 7. Lev. an 
19. 12. 2 Gor 1. 23. 2 Chron 6 22, 23 11 juſt 
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* The maine of % ty which 


men ought to Swear, and therein it is to be 
uied with all holy fear & reverence : « Theres 
fore to Swear vainly or taſhly by that glori- 
ous and dreadfull name or to ſwear at all by 
any other thing, is ſintul, & to be abhorred: 4 


yet as in matters of weight and moment an 
Oath is warranted by the Word of God un- 
der _ New: Teſtament, :as well as under the 


Old, „ ſo a Lawtiul Oath, being impoſed by 
Lawfyk Anchority i in fuch matters ought to be 


taken, c Deut 6. 13 d Exod 20. 7. Jer 5. 
7 Mar F. 34, 35, 36 Jam 5 12 e Beb 6. 16. 


2 Cor 1. 23 / 65. 16 1 1 Kings 8. 31, Neb 
13. 25. Er Io. 7 + 


"TTL 


Wise taketh an Oath warranted by 
the Word of God, ought daily to conſider the 


weighrineſs of ſo ſolems an Act, and therein 


to avouch rothing but what he is fully per- 


ſwaded is the truth: neither may any man 
bind himſelf by an Oath to any thing but 
| what is good and juſt, and what he be- 


ieveth ſo to be and what he is abe and re- 
ſolved to pertorm: h Yet it is a Sin to refuie 
an Oath touching any thing that is god a 
juſt, being Lawiuily impoſed by Authority © # 
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22 Hf Confeſſion of Faith. 

1 g Erod 20. 7. Fer 4. 2. h Gen 24. 1, 2, 3, F, 
F, 8, 9. i Num. 5.19, 21, Neb. 5,12. Exd. 22. 11. hin 
' | | » X ; ' FT : | i | 
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5 An Oath is to be taken in the plain & com- 
mon ſenſe of the words, without equivocati- 
on or mental reſervation: & It cannot oblige 
to lin, but in any thing not ſinful being taken 
it binds to performance, although to a mans 

' gown hurt; i nor is it to be violated, although 
made to Hereticks or Infidels: mw k Fer 4. 
2. Pſal 24. 4. 1 1 Sam 25. 22, 31, 33, 34. Pal 
15. 4 m Ezeck 17. 16,18, 19. Jeſb 9. 18, 19, 
Dun 2 Sam 21; 1 | = | 
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15 A Vow, which is not to be made to any 

f Creature but to God alone, is of the like nature 
with a promiſſory Oath, and ought to be made | 
with the like Religious care, and to be per- cut 

' formed with the like faithfulneſs. » P/a 76.11 the 
Fer 44. 25, 26. Pſal co. 14, & 65. I. Iſa 19. the 
2 Eccl 5 4, 5,6. Pſal 61. 8. & 66.13, 14 | tics 
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hl; P opiſn monaſtical Vows of perpetual fingle ¶ occ 

ne, profeſſed poverty, and regular obedience, CP. 

are ſo far from being degrees of higher perte- 2 8 

exon that they are Superſtitious and Sintul W 41 
| inargs, 
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himfelf. o Mat 19. Ir, 12. 1 Cor 7-2,9 * 
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Cc 1 A p. XXIV. 

of th Civil Megifrate. 


own glory and the publick good ; 
end hath armed them with the Power of the 
Sword, for the defence and encouragement of 
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A Ten — Faitb. 72 
frares, in which no! Chriſtian may intangle 


O D the find pream Lord and King « of all 
the World, — ordained Civil Magiſ- 


trates to be under him, over the People for] his 
and to this 


them that do good, and for the puniſhment of 
evil doers: & Rem 13 110 4.1 Pet 2. 13, 14. 


EE 


It is Lawful forChriſtians to accept & exe- 
cute the Office of a Magiſtrate, when called 
thereunto: 6 in the management whereof as 
they ought eſpecially to maintain Piety, Juſ- 


| tice and Peace, according to the wholſom 


Laws of each Commonwealth; e ſo for that 


| end they may Lawtully now under the new- 


Teſtament wage War upon juſt & neceſſary 


| occafion. 4 b Pro 8 I5, 16. Rom To, 1,2, 4 


C P{al 2. 10, to 12. 1 Tim 2. 2. P/al 82 3, 4. 

2 Sam 23. 3. I Pet 2,13 d Lak 3 14 Ro 13 4 

Hat 8. 9, 10. Ad 10. 1, 2. Rev 17 14.16 U 
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They * upon pretence of Chriſtian ber. 


ty ſhall oppoſe any Lau ful power, or the Jaw- 
ful exercites of it, reſiſt the Ordinance of God, 
and for their publiſhing of ſuch opinions, or 
maintaining of ſuch practices as are contrary 
to the Light of nature, or to the known 
principles of Chriſtianity, whether concern. 
ing faith, worthip or converſation; or to the 
power of Godlineſs, or ſuch erronious 'opini- 
ons or practices, as either in their own nature, 
or in the manner of publiſbing or maintaining 
them are deſtructive to the external peace & 
order which Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed in the 
Church, they may Lawtully be called to ac- 
connt, and proceeded againſt by the cenſures 
of the Church, and by the power of the Civil 
Magiſtrate; yet in ſuch differences about the 
Dodrines of the Goſpel, or ways of the Wor: 
ſhip of God, as may betal men exerciſing a 
good conlcience, maniſeſting it in their Con- 
verſation, and holding the foundation, & due 
ly obſerving the Rules of peace and order, 


there is no warrant for the Magiftrate to 


abridge them of tlieir liberty. 
IV 


It is ha Duty of People to pray for Magi 
f rates, to honour their Perſons, to pay them 


Tribute and other dues, to obey, their law ul 
N com- 


IVI one Woman: neither is it Lawful for 


| band at the ſame time. a Gen 2 24 Mat 19 


A Confeſſiun ef Faith; 35 
commands, and to be ſubject to their autho- 
rity for conſcience ſake. © Infidehry; or dif- 
terence* in religion, doth not make void the 
Magittrates juſt and legal Authority, nor free 
the people from their due Obedience to him: 


ſrom which Eccleſiaſtical perſons are not Ex I 
empted, much leſs hath the P ope any power j 
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or Juriſdiction over them in their dominions, if 
or over any of their people, and leaſt of all 
to deprive them of their dominions or lives if 


he ſhall judge them to be heretic ls, or upon 
any other pretence whatſever. 1 Tim 2. 12 
1 Pet 2. 17. Rom 13. 6, 7. & 13. % Tit 3. | 
1 Pet 2. 13, 14. 16, Rom 13 T. 1 King 2. 35 
AF 25. 0, 10, II. 2 Pet 2 1, 10, 11 Jade v 8, 
1 11. 2 Tbeß 2, 4. Rev 13. 15, 16, 17. 
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C HAP XXV. 
Of Marriage. 


\ /FArriage js to be between one Man and 


any man to have more then one Wife, nor 
for any Woman to have more then one Huf. 


ſ, 6 Pro 2. 17 eh 
SL, UT OF 
Marriage was ordained for the mutual help 
ef Husbaud and wite, 4 for the increaſe of 
TOE man- 
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Mankind with a Legitimate Iſſue, and of the 
Church with an holy ſeed, and for prevent. 


ing uncleanneſs 4 b Gen 3. 28 6 44.“ 2, x5 
d 1 Cor 7. 2, 9 x | Ya [ 2! # | 171 8 
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It is Lawful for all ſorts of people to marry, 
who are able with judgment to give their con 
ſent e Yet it is the duty of Chriſtians to mar- 
ry in the Lord, f and therefore ſuch as pro- 
fels the true reformed Religion, ſhould: not 
marry. with Infidels, P apiſts, or other Idolaters; 
neither fhould ſueh as are Godly, be unequally 
yoked by marrying: ſuch as are Wicked in 
their Lite, or maintain damnable Hereſie. g 
e Heb 13. 4. 1 Zim 4. 3. 1 Cor 7. 36, 37 38. 
Gen 24. 57, 58. f 1 Cer 7. 39. g Gem 34.14 
Exod 34 16. Deut 7. 3, 4. 1 King 11. 4 Neb 13 
25, 26, 27. Mal 2. II, 12, 2 Gur 6. 14 


E V. 


Marriage ought not to be within the degree 
of Conſanguinity or affinity forbidden in the 
Word, þ nor can ſuch Inceſtuous Marriages 
ever be made Lawful by any Law of man, of 
conſent of parties, ſo as thole Perſons; may 
live together as Man and Wife i h Levt 18 
ebap 1 Cor 5. I Amos 2. 7. * Mark 6. x8. 
Levi 18. 24, to 29. 0 S 
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C HAP XxXVI 


ent. Of the Cbareb. 
„ f A u het} 2 80 | 1 
8 PHE Catholick or Univerſal Church, 


ſhall be gathered into one under Chriſt the 


arry, head thereof, and the Spouſe, the Body, the 


o fulneſs of him that fil leth all and in all. 2 E6 
Pro- 5 5 Y 1 | 


not 11 


ters „ 4 

The whole body of men throughout the 
World, profeſſing the faith of the Goſpel, & 
obedience unto God by Chriit ac ording unto 
it, „not deſtroying their own proteſſion by 
any errors everting the foundation, or un- 
holineſs of Converſation, they 4 and their 
Children e with them are, and may be called 
the viuble Catholick Church of Chrilt, F al- 
though as ſuch it is not intruſted with any Of- 
hcers to rule or govern over the whole body.z 
br Cr 1. 2. C Col 2. 19. 1 Tin I a. 
2 {im 2. 19 Tit I. 16 e 1 Cor 7. 14 Al 2 29. 
Ez*k 16, 20, 21. Rom 11, 16. Gen 17 7 f I Cor 


| 12 12, 13 Kom 15 9, Ic, 12 g Epb 4. 8, 11, 


5 EE: | 
The pureſt Churches under heaven are ſub- 


ject both to mixture & error, „ & ſome have 
| 10 


A Confeſſion of Faith. 77 


which 's invilible, conſiſts of the whole 
number of the Ele, that have been, are, or 
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78 A Cenfeſi not Faith, 
ſo de generated as to become no- Churches of 
Chriit but Scnagogues of Satan: i Neverthe 

leſs C Uri! always hath had, & ever ſhall have 

a viſible K ia dom in this world, to the egd? 
thereof of ſuch as be 1 in bim, and make 
proicfiion of bis name. E . h-1 Cor 12 12 Rey 
2, 3 oper. Mit 12 24, te 20, 42. 1 Rev 26.2 
Rom 11 18, % 3. k Hat 16. 18. oy 72. T 
102. 28 Wat 28:19, 20, 
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There is no other head of the Church hut 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, (nor can the Pope of 
Rome in any ſenſe be head thereof, but 1s 

that Antichriſt, that man cf Sin, and: ſon of 
Perdition. that exalteth himſelt in the Church 
1 ainſt Chriſt & all that is called God, whom 
the Lord ſhall deſtroy with the brightnel: S of 
his coming m | Col 1 18 Ep5 1 22,'m Mat 
23. 8, 9, 10 2 Te. 2. 3, 45 8,9. Re v 1 6 


2 
V 


As the Lord in his care and love towards 
his Church, hath in his infinite wiſe providence 
exerciſed it with great variety in all ages for 
the good of them that love him, and his own 
glory: » ſo according to his promiſe. we ex: 

eF that in the latter davs, Antichriſt being 
deſtroved, o the Jews called, » and the adver- 


ſaries of che N. ngdom of his dear Son worg 
q the 


e 3 
W 3 


A. 1 Confei »-of Fab. 8 


the Churches of Chi) being nlarged and 
he edified throug a. iree & pient fal communi— 
ave cation of lig t and ogrice, ſhall ei oy in this 
gd worid'a more quiet peace.ble and glonous 
ike condition then they have ei. joyed.; n Art 7 
8e KEEL CN 1.4225 & 8. I. Wil? 93 £70 2 Thef 
8.2 2 8, 9, No. KEY 18. 27% 3% & 17 160 Kenn 
nn 151 13, % 3 J Efal 11. 1 2 9. 
: r Ja 13,9, Fu 2. 28, 29. % 2/2, 354 Mic 
4. 3 Pfal 87. 2 ts end an 7. 77. 
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Of be Cemmu ion of Jans. 


LE Saints that are united to  Tef 

their c'e:id ty his Spirit and Bu: th, al- 
tough cher are not mide therel Dr one derte 
with hin have feiiowiip in his Graces, 
uttering, De: 2th, Reſurrec ion and C lor 
And being uiitcd to on annother in love, 
they have communion in each others gifts & 
graces, c and are obaged to the perfo rmance 
ot inch 8 5 pubſi k and private, 2s do con- 
dards dice to their mutual g: 20d, both in the inward 
ence Hand varia hee 4. eh 1880 Cor 
for 18 6 1/2. 42.8 1 8 „ 36 P/el 45. 7: 
own % Heb 1. 8, 9 b rv 7 1 3. Epb: z. 16, to 
e ex 19. Jh 1. 16 Epb 2.5, 6.7hl 3 tc: Rom 6 5,5. 
being MW 27im 2. 12. C Erb 4 15, 16. 1 Cor 12 7 C3. 
dver- 21, 22, 23. Col 2 19. d 1 15% F. 11, 14, Rom 
zken, . 17, 12, 14. £ fobn 3. 16, 17, 18. G1. 6 1 
2 0 


ch 


. — — — —— — i= 
— 2 = af * r 4 + a - — 
: TEE IRS SEA as ůͥ.g EIS SS; 
* 


41 20 f Eph 6 2, 4, 5, 9. & 


3, 4+ 1 Cup IO, 16. 21 | 


A Confeſſion of Faith. 
"BY * 
All Saints are bound to maintain an holy 
fellowſhip and communion in the worſhip of ti 
God, and in performing ſuch other ſpiritual I. ar 
ſervices as tend to their mutual edification, p- 
as allo in relieving each other in outward | ac 
things, according to their ſeveral abilities, and 7 
neceſſities : which communion, though eſpe- 


cially to be exerciſed ty them in the relations 


wherein they fland, whether in Families or 
Churches, ? yet as God offereth opportunity, 


is to be extended unto all thoſe who in every 8a 


place call upon the name ot the Lord Jeſus g 2! 
E Heb 10 24, 25. Ack 2.42 46 Ja 2. 3. 1 0 Of 
5. 22, 10 26. 1 Tim tei 
5. 8. Gal 6. 10 g At 2. 44,45. 1 Fob 3. 1. 
2 Cor 8. & 9 chapiers Act 11 29, 30. 
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C HAP XXVII. 


O* the Sacraments, 


Acraments are holy Signs and Seals of the 
0 Covenant of Grace, « immediately inſti- 
tuted by Chriſt, + to repreſent him and his 
benefits and to confirm our intereſt in him, 
and ſolemnly to engage us to the ſervice of 
God in Chrift, according to his Word. 4 4 
Rom 4 11, Gn 17. 7, 10. b Mat 28 19. 1Cv 
11. 23. C 1 or 10. 16. & 11. 25, 26, d 3 
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and the thing ſignified; whence it comes to 
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A Confeſſon of Faith, Sr 


F I 


There is in every Sacrament a ſpiritual rela- 
tion, or Sacramental union between the ſign 


paſs that the names and effects of the one are 
attributed to the other. e Gen 17, 10. Mat 26. 
27, 28. Tut 3 F. 


111 


The grace which is exhibited in or by the 
Sacraments rightly uſed, is not conferred by 
any power in them, neither doth the efficacy 
of a Sacrament depend upon the piety or in- 
tention of him that doth adminiſter it, f but 
upon the work of the Spirit, g and the word 
of Inſticution, which contains together with 2 
precept authorizing the uſe thereof, a promiſe WM 
ot benefit to worthy receivers. þ f Rom 2 28, | 
29. 1 Pet 3. 21. g Mat 3. II. 1 Cor 12. 13 h 
Mat 26. 27, 28. and 28. 19, 20. 


I v I 


There be only two Sacraments ordained by 
Chriit our Lord in the Goſpel, that is to ſay, 
Baptiſm and the Lords Supper; neither of 
which may be diſpenced by any but by a 
Miniſter of the word Jawtully called. i Mat 
28. 19. 1 Cor 11, 20, 23, & 4 I, Heb F. 4. 
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The Sacraments of the Old Teament; in 
regard-of the ſp ritual things thereby gnified 


and exhibited, were for ſubſtance the ſame | 


Wich tho e of the new. E 1 Cor 10 1 2, ; 35 * 


28 
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CHAP, XXIX. 


Of Bapti/ mM. 


DiAptiſas i is a Sacrament of the 2 Tefta- 
ment, ordained by Jeſus Chriſt, 2 to be 
unto the party baptized a ſign and Seal of the 


Covenant of Grace, b of his ingra'ting into 


Chriſt, c ot regeneration, 4 ot remiflion of 
ſins, e and of his giving up unto God through 
Jeſus Chriſt to walk in newneſs of lite; f 
which Ordinance is by Chritts own appoint: 
ment to be continued in his Church until the 
end of the World. g a Mat 28 19. b Row 4 
1 1. with Col 2. 11, 12, c Gal 3. 2% Kom 6. 5. 
d Tit3. 5 e Mark 1. 4. f Rom 6. 3-4 g Mat 
, 20. 


The eutward Element to be uſed in this Or 
dinance is Water, wierewih the partv is to be 
baptized in the name of che Father, and ofthe 
Son, and of the holy Ghoft, by a Miniſter of 
the Goſpel lawiully called chereunto b Mat 3. 
11. J. 1. 33 44a} 28. 19, 20 III 
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Pippin 9 of the perſoint into the Water is not ; 
neceſſary but Baptiſmi is rightly adminiſtred by 
pouring or ſprinkling water upon the perſon, 


ro 1837950 22 9 2. 41. © 16; 33+ 1 7 4. 
; . Dy 


Not only thoſe that do 1 proſens 
Faith in, and Obedience unto Chriſt, 50 but 
alſo the Infants of one or both believing Pa- 
rents are to he Baptized; and thoſè only. k 
Mark 16 15, 16 Ads 8. 27, 38, 168 17 75 
9 with Gal 3: 9,14: & Col 2: In: & At2: 38, 


19: & Rom 4: II, 12: 1 Cor 7: 14: Mat 28:19: 
Mark 10: 13, fo 16: LKle 18: 15 
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Although it be 2 great fin to coptemn or 

neglect this Ordinance, m yet grace and ſal⸗ 
vation are not ſo inſeparably annexed to it, as, 
that no perſon can be regenerate or ſaved. 
without it; or that all that are baptized are 
— regenerated om Luk 9:30: with. 
Exod 4: 24, 25, 26: m Rom 4. 11: A 102 


| 422 315 ee 1 nee 


VT 


The Efficacy of Bapriſin is not * to har 


moment of time wherein it is adminif}red, 2 
yet 
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fants) as that grace belongeth unto, according 


ted time. 4 p FJobn 3: 5,8: q Gal 3: 27: Tit 
3: 53 Eph 5; 25, 26: AG 2: 38, 41. 


bv > 2 . 3 


"> on 
b ä 


84 A Confeffion of Fuit bi 


yet notwithſtanding, by the right uſe of this 
Ordinance, the grace promiled is not only | 
offered, but really exhibited and conferred by 85 
the holy Ghoſt to ſuch (whether of age or In- to 


to the counſel of Gods own Will in his appoin- but 


l 


+ Baptiſm is but once to be adminiſtred to a 
ny perſon r Titus 3: 5: r 


. 2 2 


CHAP: XXX 
Of the Lords Sapper, 


UR Lord Jeſus in the night wherein he 
was betrayed, inſtituted the Sacrament 
of his Body and Blood called the Lords Sup- 
per, to be obſerved in his Churches to the end 
of the World, for the perpetual remembrance, 
and ſhewing forth of the ſacrifice of himlſelt 
in his death, the ſealing of all benefits thereof 
unto true Believers, their ſpiritual nouriſhment 
and growth in him, their furcher ingagement 
in and to all dutys which they owe unto him, 
and to be a bond and pledge of their commu: 
nion with him and with each other. 2 x Cr 
11. 23, 24,25, 2:6, & 10! 16, 17,21: & 12 11 


this 
only 
d by 
In- 
ding 
oin - 
Tit 


O a> 


A. Confeſſion of Faith. 
11 
In this Sacrament Chriſt is not Offered up 


to his Father, nor any real Sacrifice made at 
all for remiſſion of ſin of the quick or dead, 5 


If 


but only a Memorial of that one offering up 


of himſelf upon the Croſs once for all, and a 


ſpiritual Oblation of all poſſible praiſe. unto 
| God for the ſame, c ſo that the Popith-Sacri- 
fice of the; Mats (as they call it) is moſt abo 


minable, injurious to. Chriſts own only Sacri. 
fice, the alone propi:iation for all the ſins of 
the Elect. 4 b Heb 9. 22, 25, 26, 28 C I Cor 
II. 24,25, 26, Mat 26. 26, 27. d Heb 7. 23, 
24, 27. & 1, II, 12; 14, 18. 2 


The Lord Jeſus hath in this Ordinance ap- 


' - FR 


pointed his Miniſters to declare his word of 
Inſtruction to the People, to pray and bleſs 


the Elements of Bread and Wine, and thereby 
to ſet them apart from a common to an holy 
uſe, and to take and break the Bread, to take 
the Cup, & (they Communicating alſo them- 
ſelves) to give both to the Communicants, e 
but to none who are not then preſent in the 
Congregation. fe Mat 26. 26, 27, 28. Mark 
14 22, 23, 24. Luk 22 19, 20. I Cor 11. 23,0 


26. f AF 20: 7. 1 Cor 11. 20. 
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86 of '#; ofeſſion of Faith, 
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Private Maſſes, or Receiving the Sacrament tu 
by a Prieil, or any other alone, g as likewiſe th 
hy denial ot the Cup to the People, + Wor fl g. 
 A4hipping the Elements, the lifting. them up, or | 25 
| carrying:them about for adoration, & reſerv- 
= ing them for any Pretended renhious uſe. are 
all contiary to the nature of this Szcrament, & 


BY -cothe Inflicucion of Chriſt. g 1 Cor 10. 6. w 
= -h Mark 14 23. 1 Cor 11. 25,50 30. 1 e vi 
i, 33 
"RY The ontward Elements in tt is Sacrament be 
1 duly ſer apart to the uſes ordained by Chrift, Cl 
"166 have ſich relation to him crucified, as that in 
1 traly vet Sacramentally only, they are ſome. as 
WT times called by the name of the things they of 
"Wy reprefent to wit ythe Body & Blood of C brit; m. 


1 albeit in ſubſtance and nature they ftill re. n 
main truly and only Bread and Wine as they 
were before.] k Hat 26 26, 27; 28. x of 

| 11. 26, 27g 28. Mat 26 29. 
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That Doctrine which maintains «changed nc 


the ſubſtance of Pread and ine into the ſub re 
ſtance of Chriſts Body and Rlood commonly or 
called Tranſubſtantiation by Confecration of hn: 
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not to the Scripture alone, but even to com- 
mon Senfe and reaſon, overthroweth the na- 
ture of the Sacrament and hath been, and is 
the canſe of maniiold Super ticions, yea.of 

gioſs Idolatries. m AG 3.2 1. 1 Cor 11. 24, 25, 
IX Luke 24. 6, 39. 


vII 


Worthy Receivers outwardly partaking of the 
viſible Elements in this Sacrament, =». do thert 
alſo inwardly by Faith, really and indeed, vet 
not carnally and corporally, but ſpiritually, 
receive and feed upon Chriſt crucified and all 
benefits of his death; 
Chriſt being then not corporally or carnally 
in, with, or under the Bread and Wine yet 
as really, but ſpiritually preſent to the Faith 
of Believers in that Ordinance, as the Ele- 
ments themſelvez are to their outward lenies.s 


NniCorir 28. 0 I Cor Io; 16. 


VIII 


All Ignorant and ungodly fasten as they 
are unfit to enjoy communion with Chriſt, ſo 
are they unworthy of the Lords Table, & can- 
not without great fin againſt him whilſt they 
remain ſuch, Part. ke of theſe holy Myſteries, p 
or be admitted thereunto; 7% yea whoſoerer 
ſhail Receive Unworchily, are gui'ty of the 
Body and Blood of the Lord, eating and 

M 2 "drink: 


the Body and Blood of 
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drinking Judgment to themfelves. r px Cor 
IT. 27, 28, 29. 2 Cor 6. 14, 15, 16 4 1 Cor 5. 
6, 7, 13. 2 Thiſ 3 6, 14, 15. Mat 7. 6. 1 1 Cor 
11. 27, * Fee | | 


* 
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CHAP. XXXI. 
Of the State of Man after D:ath, and of 
tbe Reſurrection of the Dead. 


amt. od. — 


THE Bodies of men after death return to 
1 duſt, & tee Corruption, 4 but their>ouls 
(which neither die nor 1tleep) having an Im- 
mortal ſubſiſtence, immediately return to God 
who gave them, 4 the Souls of the Righteous 
being then made perfect in Holineſs, are re- 
ceived into the higheſt Heavens where they 
behold the tace of God in light and glory, 
Waiting for the full Redemption of their Bo: 
dies: c And the Souls of the Wicked are caſt 
into Hell, where they remain in Torment, & 
utter darkneſ, reſerved for the Judgment of 
the great day: 4 beſides theſe two places of 
fouls ſeparated from their bodies, the Scripture 
acknou le geth none. a Gen 3. 19. Att 13. 36, 
b Luz 23.43 Eccl 12.7. c Heb 12 23. 2 Cor 5 r. 
6, 8 Phil I. 23. Adt 3. 2x. Eph 4 10 d Luk 16 
a3, 24. Adt I. 25 Jud v 6. 1 Pet. 19, 
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anged, e and all the Dead 
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all be raiſed up with the ſelf ſame bodies, & 
none other, although with different qualities, 
which ſhall be united again to their foils for- 
ever. / e 17 4.17 1 Cor 15 9,552 Fob! 19 


, 26, 27 1 in 44. 15 7 


III. The Bodies of the Unjolt ſhall It by oo 
Power ot Chriſt be raiſed to diſnonour; The 
Eodies of the juſt by his Spirit unto honour, & 


be made conformable to his own glorious 


Pody.. Ad 24 15. Jebn 5. 28, 1275 1 Cor 15 1 
Po: 11 3.21 


CHAP - XXNXII 
Q/ the laſt Judgment, 


OD hath appointed a day . he will 
T Judge the World in Righteouſneſs by 
Jefas C brit, to whom all power and Judg- 
ment is given of the Father; 5 in which day 
not only the Ap oſtate Angels ſhall beJudged,c 
but like wile all 9 chat have lived upon 

earth, hall appear before the Tribunal of Chriſt 
to give an account of their Thoughts Words 
and Deeds, and to Receive according to what 

they have done in the Body, whether it be 
nocd or Evil d a Ad 17 31. b Jobn F. 22,27. 
1er 6. 3. Jude v 6. 2 Pet 2: 4. d 2 Cor 5. 10 
E:cl 12 14 Rim 2 16 C 14 10,12. Mat 12 36, 3 


II The end of Gods appointing this day, is 
for the maniteſtation of the 8 ory of is 1 
in the Eternal Salvation of the Elect, & of h 
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90 A Conf 25 4 of Faith, . 


Juſtice in the damnation of the Reprobate, 
who are wickedand diſobedient : for then ſhall 
the Righteous go into Everlalting Lite; & re. 
ceive that fulneſs ot joy and glory, with ever- 
laſting reward in the preſence of the Lord but 


the Wick:d who know not God and obey not 


the Goſpel of Jeſus Chri t, ſhall be caſt into 
eternal Torments and be puniſhed: with-ever- 
laſting deſtruction from the | preſer.c2 of the 
Lord, and from the Glory ot his Power/' Mat 
25. 31, to end Row 2 5,6. & 9 22, 23 Ae x: 
21. AG 3.49. 2 756, . 7, to Io. 


* 


III As Chriſt would have us to bs certain- 
ly perſwaded that there all be a Judgment, 
both to deter all men from fin, and tor the 
greater conſolation of the godly i in their ad- 
verſity :; / ſo will he have that day unknown 
to men that they may ſtake of all carnal ſe 
curity. and be always watchful, becauſe they 
know not at what hour the Lord will come, 
and may be ever prepared to ſay, Come Lord 
Jeſus, come quickly Amen. g f 2 et 3.11, 14, 
2 Cor5. 1o, 11. 21h I. 5, 6,7. Lak 21.27 28 Rom 
8. 23, 24, 25. g Mit 24. 36, 42, 43, 44 Mark 
13-35, 36,37. Luk 12. 35, 36. Rev 22. 20, 


F 1 I. 


Aſſented to by the United Miniſters, 


THE 
Heads of Agreement, 


formerly called PRESBTTERTAN 
and CONGREG ATION AL. 5 


And alſo 


Articles 


CHURCH DISCIPLINE 


Unanimouſly 


Agreed upon and con ented to by the 
ELDERS and MESSENGERS o 
the Churches in the Colony o. 
CONNECTICUT in New. England 


September gth. 1708. 


Phil. 3 f. 

| fed, be thus minded; and if in any thing ye 

| be otherwiſe winked; G ſhall reveal ever 
this unto you 

Eph. 4 3. Endeav ouring to keep the Unity o/ 
the eee in the bond of Peace. | 


1d New Lin don Princed by Thomas Shirt, 2710 


Aſſembled by Delegation at Say-Broot 
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Mere is no Conſtitution on Earth hath 
_Eyer been eſtabliſhed on ſach ſire fours 
anten nor ſo fully provided for its ſubſiſtance 
as the Church of God: If being built on the Pros 
phett and Apoſtles, Feſws CErift bimfelf being the 
chef Corner Stone. Hence therefore it hatle 
from its holy hill, beheld the Raines of the 
greateſt States and moſt flouriſhing Empires, 
having continued in ſafety, free from the fa- 
tal Accidences of Time, and triumphed not 
only over the Rage of men, but alſo the re- 
peated Inſults of the gates of Hell. And tho” 
ic hach been often ſtraitned as to its extent, 
and leſſened as to its number, yet hath remain- 
ed firm on its own Baſis: yea, when moſt re- 
duced, it hath forever made good that Motto, 
Depre 2 R-{urz0 ; and ſo it ſhall continue to the 
end of the World: But to the ſhame of its 
Off:nders, the Church hath ſuffered mol? 
from the Wounds, which ſhe hath received in 
hg houſe of her Friends, from thoſe Wolves, 

that have come to Her in Sheeps Cloathing. 
Darariable Errors and Hereſies have arifers 
from within her, whereby ihe hath ſometimes 
been caſt into horrible ſhades of Dacknefs, as 
Rev. 9.2. Mben the bottom! pit Was op d= the 
ſmolce Henn; far Aned the San and Air, Net 
N welten 
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19470 
when thus mal Blackned, a Comelinek 
remained ſ}ill Otherwhiles She i is ſeen bleed- 


ing with the Wounds of Schiſm and Contentior, 
Offenſive and hurtful to Her Sacred Head and 


Members for the Undivided head rejoyceth in 
anUndivided Body His undef /ed is but one Cant, 


As She becomes divided, She becomes 


6. 9. 
And hereby alſo, the mutual Offices 


defiled : 


of the relpes ive Members of this undefiled one 


are Interrupted to the prejudice of the Whole. 
Whence follow great diſorders, as when the 
Eye will not ſee for the Hand nor the Head 
take care of the Feet, nor our Union to Chriſt 
be acknowledged a ſufficient bond to eſtabliſſ 


A relation between Members in particular 1 Cor, 


12. 27. Gods Providence forever bears the 
upper hand in theſe Events, who ſuffers the 
corrupt Minds of Men to run into Errors and 
Divitions, hat che un proved may bt made manijſeft 
1 Cor IT. 19 Such ill minded Perſons. being 
threatned with a Wo, that are the Authors or 
Promoters of ſuch Offences The Ath-ift en. 
dexu us to overthrow the whole Conſtitution of Re. 
Jigion : The Deiſt to tas away all that part of i, 
that promifetb 2 aners an) ſafety from the Wrath t. 
come, and retain no more than what 2s enough to 


 eondemn bim, and to take away all excuſe for his dif: 


The Church of Chriſt 


gh dience Rois 1. 20. 


hath alſo been a great ſufferer from the Im. 
moralities and diſorderly walking of thoſe that 
are related to Her, whoſe Leaves bath {ometimes 
Av de the whaye img I * 5. 6, Whoſe un. 
Coll 
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Im. 
that 
imtſ 
un- 
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ſeemly P ractiſes have: given advati ige oB 


nemies to ſpeak evil ot the ways of God, and 
to queſtion the Truth of our holy Religion, & 
the ſincerity of the Profęſſots thereof Theſe 
mult be acknowledged to be Spo's and Blemſhes 
The Wiſdom of our Law giver 
King and Judge, who alone hath the Original 
ſoveraignty of giving being to, and laying the 
Foundations of the Church, and whoſe. only 
is the Legiſlative power therein, hath given 
ſuch ample Rights & Priviledges to the Church 
and ſuch Excellent Rules for its Government, 
a5 are Inviting to Strangers, like a Ciry ſer ou 4 
Hill, Mut 5. 14. And hath lodged the Ex- 

ecutive power in approved hands, that thoſe 
ho love the Church may be in peace, and 
Fer Enemies may find Her Terrible as an Ars 

„% with Banners, and that She might yield ſea- 
lonable edification to thoſe that walk Regular- 
ly within Her limits, and be able to Diſcharge 
Her ſelf of Impenitent and Incortigible Of- 
fenders Many of the forementioned miſ- 
chiefs have to our forrow atticted the Churches 
within this Government, and by degrees we 
have fallen under much decay. Whereupon 
our Affi ultie have been of a long time trouble 


plicate, aſſerting the Rules of Government 
ſufficiently provided in the Holy Word hath 
been thought highly expedient Wherefore, 
The Honourable, the General Aſſembly of 
this Colony ont of a Tender regard to the 

i | welfare 
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© 
welfare of the Churches within the limits of t 
their Government were pleaſed to appoine 1 

! the ſeveral Elders of each County with Meſ- 1 
1 engers from their Churches to meet in Coun- I 2 
Jil, in which they ſt ould endeavour to agree f 
in ſome” General Rules Conformabte to the ' « 
Word of God for a method of Diſcipline to p. 
be practiſed in our Churches Theſe ſeveral 
Councils having met & drawn up ſome Rules | 7/ 
of Church Government did by their Delegates 2 
meet and Conſtitute one General Aſſembly 
of the Churches of this Colony at S2 Brook, 2 
Sept, 9'h 17 8. Who after a full Confent and t. 
Agreement unto the Confeſſion of Faith Af >: 
ſented unto by the Synod of Boſton; Did be E 
ing Studious of keeping the Unity of the Spin fil i 
in thr B ul of peace, Epb. 4.2. Agree that the tt 
Heads of Agreement Aſſented to by the Uni 
ced Ere:thren formerly Ealled '7re-byterian' ant 
<ongrer a ional, in England, be obſerved: by the 
Churches throughout this Colony, which are 
herewith Publiſhed, and after Conſideration of 
the ſeveral draughts of the County Councils, 
dad with a Chriſtian Condeſcention, and Fra- 
mY ternal Amicableneſs Unanjmouſly Agree to i 
che Articles for the Adminiſtration of Church 
Diſcipline now offered to Publick View, all 


| 
1 j which being preſented, were allowed of and PIN 
UW | Eſtabliſhed by the General Aſſembly of this i bu 
Colony. as by their Acts appears for the bet. CO 
111" ter ſatisfaction of our People, we have under: !ul 
„ taken 2 task, acceptable we truſt unto many, 
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tho” it eſcape not the Exceptions of f6ttie; in 
ſubjoyning Scriptures for Confirmation of the 
Heads of Agreement, which we have not ſeen 
added thereunto. The aforefaid Articles con- 
fiſt in Two Heads, The one bollling forth the power 
of particular Churobes in the Maragememt” of Diſci= 
pline confiranesd by Scriptures ann lt. 
The other, | /arves tv proſermis promote ur rebates 
the Peace and Edification of the Churches by the 
means of a Conſociation of the Elders, and Churches 
or of an Aſſociation of Elders: Both which we 
are agreed have Countenance from the Scrip- 
tures ard the Propofftiors ii Anfwer to the 
Second Queſtion given by the Synod met at 
| Brim 3662 In both which having reſpect to 
the Divine Precepts of Fraternal Union, and 
that Principle univerſally acknowledged, Quod 
tangit omnes debet tractari abommbus. The Scrip- 
tures are added for the Illuſtration of the ſub- 
ſtance of the abovementioned Articles, yet 
with an Apprehenfion, that there may be al- 
terations made and further Condeſcentions A- 
greed upon, which ſhall afterwards appear 
neceſſary for the Order and Ediſication of 
our Churches. 
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As we have laboured in this affair to ap- 
prove our ſelves unto God, ſo we are cheer- 
ful with humble Prayer for his Bleſſing to re- 
commend the Heads of Agreement with the 
'\ubleguent Articles unto the acceptance and 

- | obſer 
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Heads of Agreement pou 


ſented to. by the' United, 


Miniſters 4 called 
Presbyterian & Congre- 
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125 Bo 


gational. Ar; canons Mae 
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of Cburebes and Church Members. 


E. acknowledge our Lord Feſus Chrif to 
have one Cath lick Church, or Kingdom, 
comprehending all that are united to him, 
whether in Heaven or Earth And do con 
ceive the whole Multitude of Vifible Believers; 


and their Infant Seed (commonly calfd the 


Carbol:cb Viſible Cbu reh) to belong to Chrift's 
Spiritual Kingdom in this World. But for the 
Notion of a Cat bolick Viſible Cbarch here, as it 
ſigniſies its having been collected into any 
formed Society, under a viſible common Head 
on Earth, whether one Perſon ſingly or many 
Collectively, we, with the reſt of Proteſtants, 
un nanimouſty diſclaim it. Eph I. 10, 22. &. 4. 


1100 


Epb 5. 27. 1 Cor 12. 12, 13. Gen 17. 7. A, 


2. 39. Mat. 23 7,10 10. 


| I L | 
ME 169099918 0 2082 
We agree, that particular Societies of viſible 


Saints; who, under Chriſt their Head, are 
ſtatsdly joined together, for ordinhry Commu- 
nion with one another in all the Ordinances of 


 Chiift are particular Churche, and are to be 


ownet by each other, as Inſtituted Churches of 

Chriſt, though differing in Apprebenfim and 

Practices in ſome leſſer things 1 Cor 14, 2 3. 

& 1. 2. & 12. 27. Rev i. 4 Rom 14 11 
III. 


ET 


Thit none ſhall be admitted as Members, 


in order toCommunton in all the ſpecialOrdi- 
nances of the Goſpel, but ſuch P.erfons as are 
knowing and ſound in the Fundamental Doci- 
trine of $66, Chriſtian Religion, without ſcandal 
in their Lives; and to a Judgment regulated 


by the Nord of God, are Perſons of viſible 


Holineſs. and Honeſty.; credibly protefling 
Cordial Subjection to Feſus Chrift, Pro. 19. 2. 
Ac 8 32. 2 {om 2+ 19. Ez:k 44. 9. Rem 10. 10 
2 Cor 9 13. | F 237 2 

itte I.. 


A competent number of ſuch v Saint's, 


( bejore dcſctibed) do hecoms che capable 
Hu Subjects 


L 101] 


48. Subjects of ſtated Communion in all the beit! 


0 Ai ane ge, Chriſt upon their mutual declared 
* Conſent and Agreement to v ige ber b ein 

according to G ſpet Kulte. In which eclaration, 
LL diferent degrees of Fxylicueneſ, ſhall no ways 
ible hinder ſuch Churches f om owning each O» 
are ther, as.in!!icuted Churches 1 cr. 14. 23. 
mu - Ad 20.7 & 4. 41,44. fm 14 332 
be Do Tho par or a Round be not of Divine Rig he, 
of | yet for common edification, the Members of 
and a farticular Chufch onghe (as much as con- 
24 veniently may be) to live near one another. 
e 1 The 11, 1, 13. H. 1. 25. x1 


VI. That each particular Church hath right to 
uſe their own Officers; and being ſurniſhed 
with ſuch as are duly qualified and ordained ac - 
cording to the Goſpel Rule, hath Authority 
from Chriſt for exerciſing Government, and of 
enjoy ing all the O d.nances of Worſhip within it 
ſe:f Act 6. 2. Tit. 1. 5, 6,7. 1 Tim 4. 14 Mat 
18. 1% Fr he 4 | 


VII. In the Adminiſtration of Church P,wer, 
it belongs to the fr, & other Elder of every 
particular Church, if ſuch there be to rule & 
gown, and to the Brotherhood to cenſent ac- 
cording to the Rule of the Giſpel, 1 Tim 5. 17, 
: Hb 4 19 1 Cer 4 1. 1 Cor 5. 4 2 Cor6.8; 10. 
in VIII That all Profeſſors as before deſcribed, 
able are bound in Duty, as they have opportunity 
ject : 2 to 
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to joyn themſelves a 45 


art of their profeſſed ſubjection to the Go/ne 


Fare of che Church + 
& an inllituted Means of their Eſta- 


"of (ri, 


klißment and Edification; ; whereby. they are 


under the 2 aftoral Care, and! in caſe of candalous 


| dr fe:/iveWalkinr, may be Authoritatively ad- 
moniſhed or cenſured for their Recovery, for 
g Vindication ot the Trych and the Church. pro- 
felling ir 4 2.47 & 5.13, 2 Cor 9. 13; 
4.6 10. 24, 25. T Th bf] F. 12, 14. AF 20.28. 

At 5 

FM IX That a Vir Te Profeſſor thus joined to 2 
bdiarticular Church ought to continue ſteadfait 
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with the faid Church; and not forſake the 
Miniſtry, and Orditiances there Ii penſed with- 
out an' orderly ſeeking A Recommendation unto 
another Church, which ought to be given, 
when the Caſe of the. Perſon apparently re- 
quires it Lt 2. 41. Pub 10. 25. Rom 16.1, 2. 


1 II. Of 'the Miniftry,” © 


inſtiruted by Jeſus Chriſt for the 
Gathering, Guiding, Edifying 5nd Govern— 
ing of his Church - and t continue to the 
end of the World. Epb 4 11,12. Mat 28.19, 20 


T They who are called to this Office ought 
to be endued with cen gdetent Lear ning and AA ini- 
as alſo with the Grace of God, 

ſound 


Feria Gi or, 


fred Members 92 Wie 
tbeir thus joy ning 8520 


1 WI agree that the Miniſterial Office 1 IS | 


— 183 


a * ; 


ſound in Judgment, not᷑ Novices in the Faich 


and knowledge of the Goſpel ;  withonr ſcan- 
dal, of HolyConverlation, a fuck As devote 
themlelxes to the Work and ſervice thereof, 
2 Tim 2. 24. Rom 12. 6 1 Tim 3. 25 3:42.55 6,7. 


A 6,7: 1 Tim V 16. 


III. That ordinarily none ſhall be of -dained 
to the Work of this Miniftry, but fach as are 
Called and Choſen, thereunto by a Particular 


Church. FA I4 


IV. That in 10 77 25 and weighry a Mat- 
ter as the Calling and Chaſing a Paftor, we 
judge it ordina: ily requiſſte, that every ſuch 
Church conſult and adviſe th the Paſter, of 
neighbouring Congregations Pro 11.14 15.22 

V Thar after ſuch Advice the Perſons con- 
ſulted about, being choſen by the Brotherhood 
of that particular Chiirch over which he is to 
be ſer, and he accepting, be duly Ordained & * 
ſet apart to his Office over them; wherein tis 
ordinarily requiſite. that the Paſtors of Neigl- 
hour ing Congregation: CONCUT with the Preaching 
Elder or E/ders, if ſuch there be. Alt 14 23. 


& 1. 14. > 1.4 23 1 Tin 4 14. 


VI That whereas ſuch Ordmati: n is only i in- 
tended for ſuch as never b-fere bad been Ordain- 
ed to the Miniſterial Office ; if any judge, that 
in the caſe allo of tte re. oval of one ferme. Or- 
daine d, to a new Station, or Laſterel Cha: g., there 
ought to be a like, ſolemn recomending him & 
his Cabours to the Grac and B eſſing of God no dif- 
lerent s Sentiment or ractice herein, ſhall be 
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Wa any occaſion of Contention or Breach of Communion | C 
Wl among us P“. 2 15 Eph 4. 2,0 n. 
VI.. It is expedicnt that they who enter on ol 
| 1 the work "of pre cin tte Goſpel, 2. not only quali. 0 
WT fied for the Communion of Saints; but alſo, I 3 
that except in Caſe! Eciraord mary, they give 
Proof of their Gifts and Fi neſs for ihe ſaid Work, I 
tt unto the Yrs of Churches, of known 4b litiss - 
to diſcern & jadge of th:ir Qualifications ; that to 
they may be ſent forth with ſolemn Approbation 7. 
and ber; which we judge needful, that no in 

Doubt may remain concerning their being 2 
Called unto the Work; and for preventing (as P. 
i much as in us lyech, Ignorant & rach Intruders. le 
1 Im i. 22 63 6 _ e <0 
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3 III O/ Cenſures, 58 th 


I. S it cannot be avoided but that in the 
—_ pureſt Churches on Earth, there will Ct 
= fſomenmesOffences & Scandals ariſe by reaſon of 7, 
= FHypocrifie and pre vailing Corruption; ſoChriſt Co 
Hhath made it the duty of every Church, to re- In 
form it ſelf by Spiritual Remedies appointed 
by tim to be applyed in all ſuch Caſes, wv, 
LAdmonitun and Kaxcommunic.tton Mt 8 7. Heb 
12. 15 Tit 3. 10 f Cor 5 6. : 

Il. Admmition, being the rebuking of an Of- 
fending Member in order to Conviction, is in 
caſe of private Offences to be per formed ac- 
cording to the Rule in Mat 18. 17,16, 17. and 


in caſe of P ublick Offences openly before the 
| Church Ga 
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LF, 
Church, as the Honour of the Goſpel, and the 


nature of th:Scandab ſhall require and ifeither 


of the Admonil iin. take place for the recovery 
of the fallen Perſen, all further P roceedings in 
a way of Cenſure afe thereon to ceale, & ſatis- 
' faticn to be declared accordingly.” 1 [ia I. 20. 
Mat n 

III When all due Mean are wing” according 
to the Order of theG ſpel for the reſforing an Vf 
hr and [candalou robe, & he norwichttatid- 
ing remains impenitent, the Cerſure of EιD 


municatli i, to be proceeded unto; wherein the 


Paftir and other lde, if there be ſuch! are to 
lead & go before the Chub ; and tlie Bre ther- 
hood to give their Conſent i in1 way of Ob-di- 
ence unto Chrift, and to the Elders as over 
them in the Lord. | 8 18. 12 1 6 Ti 310 
1 Corie ce, 1D 

IV It may ſomerlhez come to pals, that a 
Church MA mber not othetwi e ſcandalous ma 
ja ly it bd. aw, and divide himſelf from the 
Com muni nb. Church to which he belon ngeths 
In whi h caſe, wh-n all due means for the re- 
ducing im, prove ineffectual he having HENS: 
by cut himſelf off f, om that (Hur h! C mute, 
the Church may juſtly eſteem & declare it Ct 
diſcaarged ofany iurther Inſpection over him. 
Hes IC. 25. Rom 16 17 2 7e / 2. 14 


IV Of Communion of Chur chan 


1 E agree that particular Churches oneht 
not to walk ſo diſtinct & ſet arate from 
each other, as not to have Cate & Tendeinels 
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towards one another But their Paſtors oughtto 


have frequent Meetings together, that by mutual 
Advice Support, Encouragement, & Brothecl 
Intercourſe, they may ſtiengthen the Hearts 
Hands of each other in the an, of i the Lud. 
Act 15 23. C. 20. 12, 28. 


II. That none of our partic alar chicks 


ſhall be ſubordinate to one another, each being 
endued with,, equality of Power from 17770 
Chriſt. And that none of the ſaid particular 


Churches, their Officer orOfficers,ſhall/exe:ciſe 
any Power, or have any Superioricy, over any 


other Church or their Officers Rev I. 4+ Cant 
8 iCr 16. 19 A# IF. 23. 

III. That known Members of particular Chur- 
ches conſtituted as aforeſaid, miy have 'occaſi- 
onal Communion with one anocher in theO.di- 
nances of the Goſpel, viz the Word, Proyer. Sas 
cramen's, ſinging of Pſalms, diſp enſed according 
to the mind of Chriſt : Unieſ, that Church, 
with which they deſire Communion, hath any 


Juſt Exception againſt them. At 18. 27, Rom 


16 IT, 2. 2 Cr 2.1. 1 Cr 12, 11. | 
TV.That we ovght not toadmitanyOne to be 


aMember of our reſpective Congregations, that 
hath jo7n'd bimſelf to another, withoutEndea- 


vours of mutual Satisfaction of the Congregation 
concerned, Hab 13 1 1 Cor 14 40. 

V That oneChurch ought not to blame the 
proceedings of another, until it hath heard, what 
that Church ee its Elders or Meſſengers, 


can ſay in vindication of themſelves from any 
| | char ge 
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charge of Irregular or Injurious Proceedirigs. 
Mt 7 1. Prov 18 17. Deu 13, 14 

vi That we are moſt willing and rea” . 
give an Account of our Church proceedings 


to each other, when deſired; for preventing or 


:emoving any Offences, that may ariſe among 
vs. Likewi'e we ſhall be ready to give theRight 
Hand ofFellowſhip. & walk together according 

to theGoſpel Rules of Communion ofChurches 
er 3. 15 Rom 1g. 19. Att 11, 2, 334, 18 Joſh 
22 3, 21, 30 Gal 2. 9. Col 2 f. 1 te. 4 10, 11. 
1 Cor 10. 24 Rom f. 15. Gab 6. 10. ANTI 
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8 5 . Of 1 and Ruling Elders, | : 1080 
E agree, the Office of aDeicon | is of Di 


their Office to receive, lay out, N. diſtribute, 
the Churches Stock to its proper Uſes, by the 
direction of the P aſtor, & Brethren, if need be. 
And whereas diverſe are of Opinion, that there 
is alſo the Office of Ruling - Elders, who labour 
not in Word and Doctrine; and others think 


otherwiſe; we agree that this Difference n 


no breach among us. H& 6 3, 5, 6 Phil t. 
1 Tim 3. 8, to 13. Ron 12.8. 1 cor 12. 28. 17. 


5. 17. Phil 3. IF, 16. 
VI. of occaſional Aung of Miniſters, beep, 
I. 


E apree that in order to Coon = 2 
o her weig hty and difficult caler, it 1 


needyni and accot ding 30 6he mind of C. i ? eber te 
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Minifers <>. the ſeveral Churcbes be conſulted G 2d. 
wNed with about ſuch Matters. Pro 24.6, AG} 15.26, 
I That ſucs Meetings may c. nh of {mailer of 


grea'er Numbers, as the Matter lhall require. 


ther ref [peFfivg 


III That particular Cu che, 


Eliirs and . Member , ou g bt to 0 4 rewverential | | 


Regard to their Fudg men » [0 gi den, and uot diſſent 
therefrom without apparent Grout: $ fam the Word 


of God. Ae 16 455. Icor 14-3233: Gat 1 8 1e. Ti, 
VII. Of our Demeanour towards he Civil Magiſtrate, 


I. E do rec len our ſelvel obliged ers 0 
pray fr Gas protection, Guidance 1 Bliſ- 
{ing upon the Kuters ſet over us. 1 Tim 2.2. 5 20. 
I, 4% 4. © 72. 1 = 

II That we oug bt fo yield unto: them not onh 
Subj-Bim inthe Lord, bur Sapp ort accor ing to our 
Station and Abiitries. Mat 22: Z1: Rom 13: Ty 65 
Nth + 2 en * 

III. ir at any ti ne, it pen be their þ . 


ſure call together any num ber of ut, to 1tquire an 


Account of our Affairs, and the State if cur C nge. 
gettin, we ſhall moſt readily expreſs a't duriful re. 
ga d i Alben Repei Iſs 49: 23. 2 chi. on 297 45 
1 14 Rom 13: 1: Tit 3: 1: 


VI Of A Conſe on of F WY 
| A: to what appertairs to ſorrrneſs of udgmert 


\ t7 maitersof Fat h, we eſteem it ſufficient that 
Z Ceuncb acknowledge che Screpti.res to bi ihe Hors 


95 re 
of Ged, the perſict and only rele of Faith g. Practieng. 
and Vn either the D: &rwal part of t :[e commonly | 
called the Articles of the Church of Eügland or the | 
Cen feſſi n or Catecbiſmi, ſhorter or larger compiled by 
the 4ſ[:mbly at Weſtminſter, or 1h Confeſſion a 
greed on'ar the Savoy, to be agreeable to the ſaid 
Rule, 2 Tin 1. 13. Epb 4. 5. Pbil z. 1, 2. | 


IX. Of. our Duty and De port ment towards thend 
that are not in Communion Yvith us. 


WW. judge it our Duty to bear a Chriſ- 
VV tian reſpect to all Chriſtians, accord- 
ing to their ſeveral: Ranks and Stations, that 
are not of our PerſWaſihn or Communion. 1 Pet 
2.17. Rom 12 10. 6 / 6. 2, Eph 4.2. Rom 14. tot 
II As for ſuch %s may be Ignorant of the 
Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, or of Vi 
cious tien verſatiir we ſhall in our reſpective places 
as they give Opportunity, endeavour to explain 
to them the: Doctrine of Life and Salvation, & 
to our utmoſt perſwade them to be reconciled 
to Gol. 2 Tim 2 25. 2 Cr F It, 20 
 V{ Thatfuchwho appear to have the Eſfens, 
tial Requiſites toChurch-Communi on, we fl al 
willingly receive them in the Lord, not trou- 
bling them with Lilputes about leſſer Matters. 
Rom 14. 1 1 ä 8 
As we aſſent to the fore- mentioned Heads of 
Apgreem-n, ſo we unanimouſſy reſolve as 
the Lord ſhall enable us to practiſe accord. 
ing to them. 8 WM, 
n Articles | 
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Por the Adminiſtration of Church Diſcipline, Unani- 
moufly Agrecd upon and Conſented to by the Elders 

and all ile Churches in t be Colsry of Connect icut, 
in New England Con vened by Delegation in a 


general Council at Say-Brook, Sep gth. 1708, 


; Hat the Alder, or Elders ofa particular 

Church, witch the conſeqr of the Bre- 
thren of the ſame, wave power and ought to 
exerciſe Church-Dilcipline according to the 
Ru'e of Gods Word, in Relation to all Scan- 
dals, that fall out within che ſame And it 
may be meet in all cafes of Difficulty for the 


Reſpective P aſtors of particular Churches, to 
take advice of che Elders of the Churches in the 


Neighourhocd, betore they proceed to cen - 
{ure in ſuch Caſes. Aat 18 17. Heb 1 3.17 I Cor 
5. 5. 12. 2 Cor 2. 6. Pro 11. 14. Att F. 2. 

II Thar the Churches, which are Neigh- 
bouring each to other, ſhall Con ſociate for 
mutual affording to each other ſuch Aſſiſtance, 


as may be requiſi e, upon all occaſions Eccle- 


ſiaſtical. And that the particular Paſtors & 
Cir cber, within the reſpective Counties in this 
Government thall be one Conſociation(or more 
it they [hail judge meet) for the end aforeſaid. 
Fal 122 3, 4, 5. C 133. 1. Eccl 4. 9, to 12. A0 
15. 2, 6,22, 23. 1 Tim 4. 14 1 Gor 16, 1. 1 


C i i nr th 


SO © tm my wa, ane r Op 


AT 15 12. 2 C 8 23 
IV. That according to the Common prac- 
tice of our Churches nothing ſhall be de: ned 


ir 


III. That all Caſes: of Scandal, that fall out 


Withinthe Circuit ofany of the aforeſaid Con- 
ſociatiom ſha'l be brought to a Council of the 


Elders and ailo Meſſengers of the Churches, 
within the ſaid Circuit, 5 e. the Churches of 
one Conſodiation, if they ſee cauſe to fend 
Meſſengers, when there fhall be need of a 


Council tor the Determination of them 37 
ver 9, 10. 1 Cor 16 1, Gat 6. 1, 2. 2 Co 13. 2 


— 


an Act or Judgment of any Council, which 


hath not the major part of the Elders preſent 


Concurring, and ſucha number of the Meſſen 


gers preſent, as makes the Majority of the 


Council: Provided that if, any ſuch Church 


ſhall not ſee cauſe: to ſend any Meſſengers to 


the Council, or the perſons Choſen by them 
ſhall not attend; neither of theſe ſhall be any 
obſtruction to the Proceedings of theCouncil, 
or Invalidate any of their Acts. Act 15123. 
1 C14 32, 33. _ N 
V. That when any Caſe is Orderly brought 
before any Council of the Churches it ſhall 
there be heard &idetermined which (unleſs or- 
derly removed from rhence) Mall be a final 
Iſſue, and all parties therein Concerned {hall 
fir down, and be dete mined thereby. And the 


Council fo hearing, and giving che Reſale or 


final Iffue, in the ſaid caſe as aforeſaid, Hall fre 
thurDetermination, or judgment duly execur- 
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ed and attended, in ſuch way or manner, as 
Mall in their Judgment be moſt ſuitable & 4a- 
greeable to the Word of God A4#15y. ICer 5. 
2Cor 2. 6, II & 132 Pb. 3 15 Rom 14. 2, 8. 
VI That, if any Paſtor & Church doth ob- w. 
Ninately reſuſe a que attendance & Conformity II th 
to the Determination of the Council, that hath fir 
the Cogniz nde of the Caſe, and Determineth of 
it as above, after due patience uſed, they: ſhall 10 
be reputed guilty of Scandalous Contempt & an 
dealt with as the Rule of Gods Word in ſuch caſe ca 
doth provide and the Sentence of No- Hommu- to 
e {hall be declared againſt ſuch Paſtor and pr 
Church. And the Churches are to approve.of th. 
the ſaid Sestence, by with drawing from the ca 
- Comminnion of theP aſtor & Church, which fo 
refuſath to behealed. Rem 16 17. Mat 18. 15, 
46,17, by proporti n Gal 2.11 % 14. 2760 26 
VI. That, in Caſe any difficulties ſhall ariſe 
in ny ot the Churches in this Colony. which 
i not be Iſſued without conſiderable diſquiet 
mut Church in which they arite ( or that Vinit 
W/ cer, or Member aggrieved with them,) ſhall 
= apply themſelves ta che Council of the Conſo 
cCiated Churchesſof the Circuit, to which the 
=_ ſfaidChurch belongs,who, ifchey ſec cauſe ſhall 
W- thereupon convene, hear, and determine {ch 
cafés of difficulty, unleſs the matter brot be- 
= toe them, ſhall be judged fo great in the Na- CO1 


BE wtuirc of it or fo doubttiiil inthe Iſſu e, or of ſuch ter: 

general concern, that the ſid council thall;udee e 

bell chat it be referred to a fuller council con- be, 
. 1 | {1,118 


28 
; a- 
9 
„ 2. 
ob- 


ity | 


ath 
2th 
all 


call the ſaid council, before the Church, to 


1 firs ] 


fiſting of cue Churches of the other Conſicla· 
tion within the ſame County, (or: of the next 


adjoyning conſociation of another County, if 
there be not two conſociations inthe. County, 
where the difficulty ariieth; who rogether with 


themſelves ſhall hear judge, determine, ant 


finally Iſſue ſuch eaſe Accor ding to the Werd 


. Pro LA 160 4 33 914224 by priiforiibls 


VIII That a particular Church, in which 


any difficulty doth ariſe may it they ſee cauſes 
call a C uncil of the conl'icratedChurchis of tl e ci rat, 


to which the id! Church be ongs, before they 


proceed to ſentence therein, but there is not 
the ſame liberty to an offending Brothæręito 


which he belongs proceed to Excommunicatit 


on in the ſaid caſe, unleſs with the conſent of 


the Church Ad t. 2. Hat 18 1, 16, 10 
IX That all che churches of the refpectire 


conſociations ſhall chuſe, if they ſee cauſe one 
or two Members of each church, to Reprefent 


them, in the councils of the ſaid churches; as 
occaſion may call for them, who ſhall ſtand in 
that capacity, till new be choſen for the ame 


ſervice unleſs any church ſhall incline to chuſes 


their Meſſengers a new, upon the convening of 


juch councils: rc. 2.4 2 cor 8. 23 


X. That the Miniſter or Miniſters of tho 
county Towns, and where there are no Mins 
ters in ſich Towns, the two next Miniſters ta 
the ſaid Town halt. 5100245 Conveniently may 


| be, appoint 2 time 41 place, for the Meeting 


of 


. 
I 


L 1140 

of the Elders d AM met the Churchor tn the 
ſaid County, in order to their forming themſelves 
into one or more conſocia- ions & notify the 
ſaid time and place to the Elders and churches 
of that county who: ſhall attend at the ſame the 
Elders in their own perſons, & the churches by 
their Meſſengers if they ſee cauſe to fend them. 


Which Elders: and Meſſengers ſo Aſſembledin 


council, as alſo any other council hereby al. 
Jowed of, ſnall have power to adjourn themſelves 
as need ſhall be, for the ſpace of one year, after 
the beginning or firlt Seſſion of the ſaid: coun- 
cil, and no longer. And that Miniſter who 
was choſen at the laſt Seſſion of any council, 
co be moderator,ſhall with the advice and: con- 
ſent of two more Elders (or in caſe of the mo- 
derators death, any twoElders ofthe ſame con- 
ſociation) call another council within the cir- 
cuit, when they ſhall judge there is need there- 
of And all councils may preſcribe Rules, as 
occaſion may Require, and whatſoever they 
Mall judgencedtu} wichin their circuit, for the 
well periorming, and orderly managing the 
feveral Acts, to be attended by them or mat- 


t 2rs that come under their cognizance. Phil. S. 
1 cor 14 40 Ebi 3 


IF, 16. Rom 14. 2, 2. 

XI. That if any perſon or perſons order'y 
complained of to a council, or that are Witneſſes 
to ſuch complaints, having regular Notification 
to appear.) ſhall refuſe. or neglect fo to do, in 
che Place, and at the Time ſpecifyed in the 
Warning given, Except they or hc give my 

| atis 


fatis ing Reaſon thereof to the ſaid council, 
they ſhail be judged guilty of Scandal ous con- 
tempt. co 2. 5 Heb 13. 17. 1 TJ. 14. 

XII. That the Teaching Elders of each County ſhall 
65 one Aſſiciation (or more, if they ſee cauſe) which 
Aſſociation or Aſſociations ſhall Afemble twice a Tear: 
at leaff at ſuch time and place, as they ſhall appoint: 
to conſult the duties of their Office, and the common 
Intereſt of the Churches, who ſhall conſider & reſolus 
Oueſt icns and caſes of Importance which ſhall be of « 
fered by any among i hemſelwvet, or others, who alſs 
ſhall bave power of Examining and Recommends 
the candidates of the Miniſtry to the work thereof, 
Pſal 133 1. AH 20. 17, 28,to 32. Mal 2. 7, Mat 
5 14. Dent 17 8, 9, 10. 1 Iim 5. 22. 2 Timz. 15. 
1 Jim 3. 6, To Ram 10. 15 I Tim 4 14. 

XIII. That the ſaid Aſſociated Paftors ſhall 
take notice of any among themſelves, that may 
be accuſed of Scandal, or Hereſy unto or cog- 
nizable by them, examine the matter careful- 
ly, and if they find ju't occaſion ſhall direct to 
the calling of the council, where ſuch offen- 
ders ſhall beduiy proceeded againſt. Lev 19 17. 
I cor 5. 6. Tit 2. 10, 11. I/ F2. 11. Mat 3. 3. 
Tit T. 6, to 9. Deut 13 14. 3 Job verſes 9, 10 
Rew 2. 14, IF. I Tim 1.20. & 4 14. | 

XIV. That tbe ſaid Aſſociated Paſtors ſhall alſo 
be conſulted by Bereaved Churches, belonging tot hair 
Aſſiciation and recommend to ſuch Chburcbes ſuch pe, - 
ſen, as may be fit to be called ſettled in ibe Work 
of the Goel Miniſt ry amirg them and if ſuch 


Berea ved Chur bes ſhall nit je:ſmnabiy call ant 
ſettl 
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feltau Minifer among them, the ſaid 4:40 | 


before the Geared Aſjemoly of this Tawny, that : x 
may tale ſucb Order concerning the, a, ſhall. be 
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Paſtors (hall lay rhe ſtate of {ach Rercaved | C'turch 


baue neceſſary for their peage and edificatinw. 2 Cor oil 
11. 28. P, 2 19, 20, 21. 2 Mer 2. 15. Th 1 
1. 6 % 10 /½ 49. 2333 = 

XV. That it be, IA» as Eapedint, 1 
al the Aſſecrations of this Colony do meet in 4 
General Aſſicration by their reſpective Delegatesy 
one er moe out of each Aſo1ciation once a ran 
the firſt  Meiting to be at Hartford, at the tim 
6f the General ¶ lect ion next Enſuing the Dat 


He et, and ſo Annuaily in all the Counties ſucs 


ceflively, at ſuch time and place, as thy the fad 
Delegates ſhall in their Annual et 4 reef 1 


Nis. 13. 1. 
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